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Frank Devereaux World War Il Flight Log
380" Bombardment Squadron (M), 310" Bombardment Group (M)
December 27, 1944 — March 24, 1945

Abstract:

Diboll native S/Sgt. Frank Devereaux served as a togglier on a B-25 Mitchell bomber in
the 380" Bomb Squadron (M), 301th Bomb Group (M) based in Italy. He was awarded the
Purple Heart for an injury on February 24, 1945 when flack hit his plane over Germany — he was
hit in the hip by shrapnel. His bomber crew subsequently dubbed him “Purple Hear Devereaux.”
He received the Soldier’s Medal on May 3, 1945 for stemming the flow of gasoline into the
bomb bay after flack hit his bomber over Germany, allowing the pilot to safely return the plane
and its crew back to base in Italy.

Devereaux kept a flight log, detailing the location and success of each mission. His
bomb group spent the early months of 1945 keeping Brenner Pass, an important German supply
route between Austria and Italy, closed. A typical payload consisted of four 1,000-pound bombs
which were dropped often on railroad yards and bridges. Devereaux’s purpose for keeping this
log was to prove that he had flown the required amount of missions needed to be relieved of air
combat duty. In an interview with Jonathan Gerland, Devereaux stated that it was sixty
missions. He explained that his log only records thirty-seven missions because the Army
instructed that soldiers cease recording combat missions for security reasons in case the log fell
into enemy hands.

The log’s handwritten text is transcribed below. Printed text is transcribed only when it
serves as a title to a section preceding handwritten text, such as “My Buddies in the Service.”
Not all of the log’s pages were scanned as there were extended runs of blank pages. This is
noted throughout the log. Corrections made by the transcriber are noted in brackets.

Flight Log Transcription:

“My Life in the Service”
a/s Frank T. Devereaux
123 Market St. Baytown, Tex.

“Identification”

Name: Frank T. Devereaux

Rank: a/s Serial Number: 18043115

Unit:

Stationed at: Seymore [Seymour] Johnson Field
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Religion: P

Date of Birth: 10-13-22
Color: White
Height: 5°10”

“My Buddies in the Service”
M-—1’s

1. A.C. Home

207 Parsonage St — Bennettsville, S. C.

N

3. a/c Davies, A L 814 Etna St.

New Castle, PA

4. Thomas A. Roach

Rushville, New York

Weight: 187
Color of Hair: Brown
Color of Eyes: Blue

. Arlington R. Adams 1723 Dodge St., Burlington, lowa

. J. Robert Kraps, Macksburg, Ohio

. E. H. Moldenhaner 1759 Alverado Terrace S. W. Atlanta, Ga.

5
6. Bernard Swift — Akron, N. Y.
-
8

. Howard N. Shulz 917 Pearl St. Aurora, lllinois
9. Bob Dochner — 402 Parsons Dr.

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Syracuse N. Y.

“Bob” Shipman 1302 6™ Street
Moundsville, West Virginia

Vern Meyers, 239 N Grant St.
Reading, Penna.

Joseph G. W. Wilson, 643 Bellevue Ave.

Hammonton, N. J.

a/c Donald O. Senseback
1821 W. Cedar St.
Allentown, Penna.

Kenneth T. Powell
708 Line Ave.
Ellwood City, Penna.

Robert Anehondo
1021 Santa Fe. Ave.
Los Angeles, Calif.

Samuel H. Lee
52 Jones
Denver Colo.

Robert H. Ackerman
% C. N. Young
Burns, Oregon

M/sgt. Dave T. Gates
Duckhill, Miss.
Sgt. Hugh Burnett
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371 W. 16 S.
Salt Lake City, Utah

21. Pvt. Ralph W. Lettiere
122 Beach St.

Jersey City, N. J.

22. T/sgt. Frank L. Prabel Jr.
6338 So. Throop St.
Chicago, .

23. P. V. Robert S. McKernan
23 Lyons Place
Larchmont, N. Y.

Pvt. James B. Leahy
117 Ancon Ave.
Pelham, N. Y. Pe 18-0617

Pvt. Richard J. Coleman
201-09 27 Ave
Bayside, L. I., N. Y.

Sgt. Roy L. Wright
Grant, Colorado

S/Sgt. John T. Grumbine
751 Parkway Ave.
Park Village, York, Penna.

S/Sgt. R. W. Mall
Lawrence Kansas

Pvt. Carl Signorelli
1252 Halsey St.
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Pvt. Melvin J. Bradley
Steam Boat Springs
Colo.

PFe L. Miller

17085 803

2818 Bronx Park East
Bronx 67, N. Y.

S/Sgt. R. F. Cooper
216 W. Line
Sapulpa, Okla.
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Sgt. Bill Bunsing Jr.
R.5Box 42
Yoakun, Texas

Pfc. Roscoe W. Ivy
1212 West Grove Ave
Lufkin, Texas

Mr. B. J. Russell
29 W. Liberty St.
Bridgeport, 4, Conn.

Lt. J. h. Russell
1071 ¥ Grand
Beaumont, Tex.

Joseph C. Padgett
P. O. Box 405
Notasulga, Ala.

Jim Loughran
1138 ¥ Lody PI.
Hollywood, Calif.

PFC. R. M. Hicks
Filter Division

A W.Y.-19" M.AW.

Cheery Point, N.C.

Miss Elizabeth Lack
L.S. U.
Baton Rouge, La.

Melvin Williams
338 Old Ave St.
Lead, S. Oak.

George L. Krempasky
229 Hickory St.
Peckville Penna

Sgt. Dan A. Shamberg
227 east 14" St.
Hutchinson, Kansas

Frank Devereaux World War Il Flight Log
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Sgt. B. Z. Jones
Cresbard, South Dakota

Sgt. Harry E. Newell
Abbeville, S. C.

Sgt. Delbert E. McWhirter
Route #1 — Box 22A.
Lecompte, La.

Fred “Pro” Allen
3 Bayside Road
Squantum, Mass
President 1985

S/Sgt. Harold Machick
100 Wood St.
Waterbury, Conn.

S/Sgt. Robert K. Buzzard
Ohley, W. Va. c/o Mrs. L. V. McCutcheon

Sgt. Jack Allyn

S. 320 Washington St.
Allyn. Apt. out 26-B
Spokane, Wash.

Sgt. Walter E. Harris
c/o William M. Harris
Hortonville, Wis.

Mr. Vernon Loven
Decorah, lowa
R#2

Mr. R. C. Booker
Benhams, Va.

Charles R. Woodiwiss
29 SE Jefferson Ave. Cincinnati Ohio

Vincent Delpapa
89 Ashburn St., Pawtucket, R. I.

“Officers | have Met”
E. G. Farnsworth J Capt. Air Comm.
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12 Day Ave Westfield, Mass.

“The Following Pages Contain the
Diary of My Life in the Service”
Name: S/Sgt. Frank T. Devereaux
Address: Box 3

City: Corrigan State: Texas

The following pages
contain information
concerning my combat
missions.

I was assigned to

the 310™ B. Group

the 19" of Nov. 1944

380" B. Squadron, |

Was stationed on laisica [?]
Isle, France.

1. 12/27/44, We bombed

a railroad bridge at Piazzola, northern Italy.
| flew the upper turret

position.

Bomb loaded — 8x500

the flak was very

light, all planes returned

OK.

Flying time {3:20}

“Good Bombing results.”

2. 12/29/44 Bombed Vignola,
northern Italy. We hit

a supply dump with good results.
“No flak”

Flying time {2:45}

Bomb load 8x500

3. (*1) 1/4/45 Brenner Pass,
bombed Lanisia Rail

Road viadocks [viaducts] with
good results.

The flak was plenty

heavy + we lost one ship.

Lt. Pickett + crew went

down.

My first mission as bombardier.
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The flak was so near the plane that
I could hear it pop.

Flying time {4:20

bomb load 4X1000

4. 1/8/45, started to Pizzloas [Piazolla ?]
northern Italy. We had

to turn back because of bad weather.
Went up to 16,500

4x1000 {3:20}

5.1/9/45, Had to turn

back again. Bad weather.

Started to Chivaso [Chivasso], Italy.
Forty miles over enemy territory.
4x1000 {2:30}

6. (*2) 1/15/45, Brenner Pass.

Bombed San Michele R. R. Bridge, No flak
in my box.

Good bombing results.

4x1000 {3:40}

7. (*3) 1/18/45, Brenner Pass

Bombed San Ambrigio [San Ambrosio?],

Italy — lower end of pass.

Flak was heavy, we

lost one ship. One piece

of flak came through

my compartment.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {2:45}
No one got out of the

ship that went down

8.(*4) 1/20/45, Brenner Pass.

Bombed San Michele

R. R. Bridge again.

no flak

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {3:40}

9.1/22/45, Bombed Chiusaforte,

Italy R. R. Bridge 700’ long.

We missed the bridge.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[load] F.[light] T.[ime] {4:40}

10. 1/28/45, Started to
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Bizzola, Italy, had to

turn back at target.

undercast

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {3:00}

11. 1/29/45, Bombed R. R.

Bridge at Chiusaforte,

northeastern ltaly.

God results made

three runs on target.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {4:48}

Trento
12. a. (*5) 1/30/45, Brenner Pass
Bombed Trento marshling [marshaling]
yards. Good results.
Lots of flak, one piece
tore my flak suit.
4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {4:00}
Eight holes in our plane.

12. B. 1/31/45, Bombed R. R.

Bridge at Chiusaforte,

Italy. We made six

runs on target, Didn’t

drop bombs.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {5:20}

14. 2/4/45, Bombed Dogna

Town, Italy. Good results.

Slight flak. one plane

got the landing gear

shot out. Returned to

base O.K.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {4:35}

15. 2/8/45 — Bombed

Chiusaforte R. R. B. missed

target. no flak

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {4:45}

16. 2/13/45 — Bombed Dogna

Town R. . B. Hit the

target. Lots of flak. eight

holes.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {4:50}
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17. (*6) 2/14/45. Bombed

San Ponte allis [?] ared.[?]

was unable to pick up

target. no flak in my box. one ship had to

force land.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {4:20}

18. 2/17/45 — Bombed Dogna

Town R. R. B. northern Italy.

Good results. several direct

hits. Flak a target.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {4:40}

19. (*7) 2/18/45 Bombed

Went to Lavis R. R.

Division. unable to pick

up target because of under-

cast. Flak at target.

8x500 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {3:40}

Brenner Pass

21. (*8) 2-20-45. Bombed Ala.

northern Italy. R. R. B.

+ marshaling yards.

We were anti flak.

Flak was scant.

12x100 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {3:40}

22. (*9) 2-24-45. Brenner Pass.

We bombed Lavis R. R.

division. Flak was

heavy. | was hit in

the hip. one cylinder

was sucked out of left

engine.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {3/4:40}

22. (*10) 3-3-45. Brenner Pass.

Salarno [Salerno] R. R. B. no

flak.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {4:20}

24. (*11), 3-4-45. Brenner Pass.
Salerno R. R. division.
no flak.
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4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {4:10}

20. 2-20-45. Bombed

SalernoR.R.B. 1% m.n.

of Gorazia [?], Italy.

7.25’ long didn’t drop.

P.D. I. [?] trouble

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {4:30}

25. (*12) 3-6-45. Bombed R. R.

B. between Dolce [?]

+ Ala, northern Italy.

Flak was heavy. one

radio hit. our right engine

was knocked out.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {3:20}

26. (*13) 3-7-45. Brenner Pass.

R. R. fill between

Dolce + San Ambrigio [San Ambrosio?] ,
northern Italy.

Flak was heavy,

we got our gas line

short out. The engineer

+ 1 got in B.[Jomb] B.[ay] + patched

it. Tail gunner started to

bail out.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {3:00}

27.3-8-45. R. R. Bridge

at Longarone, Italy.

Good mission, no

flak.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {4:20}

Obv [?] Drauburg, Aust.[ria]
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28. 3-11-45. Bombed R. R.

B. in Austria. This was

the first time B-25s

were [?] bombed targets in

Austria. good results.

no flak.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {4:40}

29. (*14) 3-13-45, Brenner Pass

B. R. R. B at Salerno.

Good results, no flak.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {3:45}

30. 3-14-45, Brenner Pass

R. R. Bridge at San

Margherita, Italy.

flak heavy. inaccurate.

one hole in left wing.

we were anti flak

ship. one pound[?] gun

Battery.

82x10 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime]

31. 3-17-45. Bombed Cittadella,

northern Italy. R. R.

Division. 10/10 under [?]

cast. no flak.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {3:20}

32. 3-18-45, Bombed Mantova

R. R. B. alt [?] target.

Trim [?] was covered by

overcast. no flak good

results.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {3:35}

33. 3-19-45, bombed

Ala, northern Italy R. R.

B. plenty of flak, but

not in my box tio[?].

Radio operators were

wounded.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] Long delay
F.[light] T.[ime] {4:05}

34. 3-20-45 Bombed
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Casarsa R. R. Division.

2" + 3" box didn’t

drop. went to Alt.

Montebello, northern

Italy. Scout flak at

prime [?] targets.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {4:20}

35. 3-21-45, Brenner Pass

in Austria. Stienach [Steinach]

Austria R. R. B. was

unable to pick up

target. went to alt.

San Michele, Italy.

good results, no flak.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {4:20}

36. 3-22-45 Austria,

Bombed R. R. B. at

Steinach, Austria.

my bombs hit the city + walked across

approach [?]. 2dn + 3" box

hit the Bridge. no flak,

my pilot finished

his 20™ mission.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {4:20}

37. 3-24-45. Austria

Bombed R. R. fill at

Steinach, Austria. No

flak.

4x1000 B.[omb] L.[oad] F.[light] T.[ime] {4:10}

38.

[END OF WRITING]

[Editorial note: Mr. Devereaux stated in 2012 that he stopped making journal entries after his
37" mission because he was commanded to stop. Commanders feared the information might fall
into enemy hands].
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