
· eld at the 'n0elin no tel t.h ... ._.oovu 'ite, ·i th 

t :. e re ti r · n "" office r i n c n a r g e , r re _ id e 11 t 1i :v a t a11 d t _ e ~ff i c e r 

ele t pre ...,nt. .!:'reside11t .J.:. 1 . i_ rth u.11d tL, mm y el :.c""- ad directors 

tOJt;;t~ ~r ·i th close to 200 members of the orga.;1ization e-athered 

arou cl th ~~·an ... uet tao 1 .... , .vhi ·l1 .! s o w .11 :::ie e.., by th n .. tel 
~ 

llf~n-gement 'isitors pre ''Ht f 01 ~~cot.:do ·t e ... 1 iving ton, 1-iou ·ton 

nd t her 9 · n t .... 

group. mh_ illVOc ..... ti n '8d pron U1ed OJ _e • • ~. B el. ImmedL .. tely 

fvllo:L1g tLe o:plendid d.:m.er; .Presi ent r .tout ma.de bOTne verj" 

ap:.: ro.l; ri te re~ar£s re';'ar ing tl e ?Ork of the ore; niz· ti in, than~ ing 

tie board of ilect0rs or their cooperation in helpin:: ~ im .... o lar:ry 

on the ·w rk or he uast t\To ~re r ... an ma.king ome vt:r~r impor ...... nt 

t 8. temen t~ r <:-·rd in_~ t '-i.., :reneral " ork of he L'ifkin ore,ani zn ·.1 u. 

ne .... t ~ittl ..... he ne ed eu l ~ 100 :a 

a~k for the uuited effort and cooperat·on of ~b onl~ t~e director~ 

~ut all u'tizentJ ~J.o ere int::rtj tt:; iI1 he 1Jlilding and bet+-ring 

of .Lufkin. Mr. ~~u£th 'mmentea 011 ""-he m 11 ~ud 0et fLlrnlshe upon 

whic l to operate "11d ...,t ted that it Hou.la be ueces ary to have at 

least :~10 ' 0 1.00 .1 ] th vhi ·h to oJ_ex·at t L Cl h£. .ber of uomrr.e_ce, i f ·e 
\.ch:wA..-:J... 

expected to ta'rn +' ~A.step tl ~ t" e so mue;h de ·ired. 

•'ollowi::.1g '1is remurko tl e ~eur, tarJ was sk d to nake 

...... YAport, ivhich ·va,... real ne ~he .. ~ener - Cnanoi 1 iJOl!di i of· th ... 

urganiz~ti~1 JBb sho - Cl~J ~ ~h ·e fj re re he :eto att ·he • 

a tea J r c"":,". :e year for the Uhar ber 

f u o··nr:e rue vrkt and h t i.11 at ba been sus tJain,,, 

l the .,,re...,,..i.. i rEP' · ou ... l1~a be n larg ly overcome , 1 a th:... t 11 bi"' l 
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u-nd ncount .!:.1.n-ain... the orga.ni":· ti r hed bee l a.i , •nd t at the 

to ..... 1 .., b t e d n es s . f · · 30 • 0 0 uh i ch \ms , wing the .Lu fk i 1 1 8 t i 1a 1 

Gi. 1k ia · more than coverea b~r the balat1ce o the b Lk account at 

this a te. 

wolloNing the ~e ret~ryc r port Dr. H. B. ledsoe wag 

called upon to m~ke .:.om::: remark on" ld Lufkin A__ Her "! k nin " 

.1.e m de f;Ome very il1te:re tin. ~ atement.J regf::ir ing the earli ... r 

days of -Jufkiu avia what had l.1 H .1 0,...~e among t 10 line of ieve ~ 1 n:e1Jt 

dtiring t'rn la\.Jt Sd eral year~ • 

.h'o 11 \ ing· • Bl eeo • s addrt:ss, Vice- r; ide1 t , . .n • 

":!ol lmo rgen t llced on n·new ufkin At d Fe O ortuni tiesn and told 

the tory ln hi..; ·~eculiar ti d cos'": intere~tmng 'Vay, of qhr.i.t Lufkin 

as, and i and ma be by a lo~· 1 uoo~erative ffort on the part 

o the citizen~ here. • H. G e .n add,_,d his .... tatement to ·h t 

h~d buen alre dy gt~en urging more cooperation af~the hamber 

of '.jomrnerce tv Jrk in our good ui ty. 

10110\'ing thetie add1e,,,:.:1es , E e ident '(Ur .h (; 1 ea u~ 011 

everal of the vL.,.,i tor amona- hem t.ir. _. ... Seale, presi e 1t 

of the 0Ll)mber of t;omn•erce a.t Nacogdoches. Mr. e le spoke verJ 

.a.rnestlJ vi th referent,;e to the 1t:..Ceo~i t· :or a tronrer firiancial 

bu get, tating tl1at they ex)ect ..,cl to rai...,e a und in their 

count:v: of around ;H5,000 .. ,o for the present year, ,...:atinp· that 

the: L.ad h::.red a GountJ .:t rm Agent a·1 ~n .Assi tant, also u 

Bome ye~onwtration .gent, besLdes colored man ork·n in 

·~gricu. ure ir their count;r. Jlr. >.) _e te: d tl"l.t t ti J H:-s the 

i·ne thtt t1ey ~ere stre ~iLg most ·nd probabl euld oe one th. t 

... nge ina Cou1ty WO'l 1 have to u·.,h, if theJ ntinued to ~ro1 aid 
'1. ~ • 

the ha e in the rast. in aw much ~s the ,Baw-mil~ ou iue~s ould 

be one o~ the in .ustries thA.t could not e 0ontinued in th future. 

t.1...... ~ or~r, ·,1 yor o. ivin_?ston, IT!ade .:ome ver:r int~ esting 
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0ooperate :!ith u to help tf -~n1_:_1a. up t iic ~o.-.t 11exas 'l'erri tory, 

r 1r. Yenne~r, tm ineo~ Direutor of the HOu~ton Ur13moer 

of th.:; ood i!'Ork be in:; one by t b:, lJ am oe r of O Jrnrnerce and 

om_~irrented the Jirectort- lfid J.Lficers 01 the result of the r.ror r 

tba t had been d me in .. h16elina ..,,ounty. 
~ Pw~ ~ ~"" ~fe. 

..!!. l t 0 g 3 t her t he TT; e et i 11 g 11/U o..1 @: i t1 succes~, the~bedt thet 

t .. a:o ever been held S!~d the outlouk for the f'J.ture most hoi;eful. 

~ e ~eetin~ c osed ~itt a ~ew 9J)ro~ria e remar~s by ~reJident 

Kurth, v-ho adrr.oni"'hed .a. c · t.:zens to not foro-et t 1
-: ... ir " hambet 

of 0om, ercc organization a 1d to :oin Ni th l:im beA-rtil., in suet ining-

na uarr .. rin:: for 1 ~rd the 1orl: rrore ctron::i- y thun ever .r· r the 

coming year. 
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1 t t' h m ~ of omr .e · ce .Huom an ry Gth, ~it h rr si ent 

the -'-o lo' in 

r 
• • f.3-lLiOn, C ... • -q. k A.. C llr-:.or .....,t::n, 1. 

• J 10 ' .I • • J. 1kin , Co:_ ! "u ... h t' H, r , .N • fiil e 

.a 

• l\I \.or. , J • .!!: •. P.a ... , r:t. '.J...·. l'C. 0....,11, • C r:irot.;, - , • L. ~I -t, 13 .. 

tJ B- 1 r, 

• 

'l'hi r.; etin_ !1:-.s c lled for Lhe ... :pecia.l pur_o e .f p ointing 

the re~ul r ·t ~di ·o ~ittee~ or t e 7e rand to r'US t ny other 

~}OU., uome b ore this ~_eciPl ~eetin 

o \J ont inue t' e active \.or of he 

Chai be:r of 9::. S.l 

.(!or thL .. 

re . o .... d th 

er 

e0ia::. m~~ber hir und .rir in: 

t he ud :. et u t -, 0 .00 11 ec0oreanc 

ir c ~ r or e 1r a·r c or ,, -
..!...""" io1 'as 

u·1 '10 <Jirector bu.gr 

n · th t e 

.... a ... l r Lu Tin to cla ~ ·.,. ~11.f:!I t.i.a 

t e lb t 

i 1 or r o r' .. t e e ... ~ . ., 1.. 2m 

+'or th 

tt. t t: e r·. 0 u - a e t er 

r 

•t 

Copied from an original at The History Center, Diboll, Texas     www.TheHistoryCenterOnline.com     2018:001



+'· 

+ 

I ' ... e j.,.. 
l' 

~,.. 

""'r' 
I • L. CJ ..... 

i 0 
_R i:.4v i Toti r ... t . 

Copied from an original at The History Center, Diboll, Texas     www.TheHistoryCenterOnline.com     2018:001



I.IElvIBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

Chairma.n--K. w. Denman 
w. C. Binion 
Colrn Murppy 
c. A. .Durke 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Chairman--R .. W. Kurth 
N. R. Miller 

· VJ. 0. Trout 
w. r:allrnr 

INTIU STRI A.L COMLa TTE:C 

Chairrr.a.n··-B .. L. ~eagler 
H. D. Shands 
H. 1.l. Roehl 
w. D. Newsom 
(E. L. Kurth) 

w. L. dest N. R. Miller 
A. M. Glass rJ. c. Trout 
lJ. D. Shands ]3. L. Zeagler 
R. vV • KUrth So ~'. Henderson 

~~JICULTURiL COr~ll1fEt 

Chairman--'-1J , A. Collmorgen 
H. K. Ament 
J. 1. Cates 
J. H. Gib~on 

ElJTERTAINTiiET! '.I COT.If.Ji! TTEE 

CiB irmun--Ae L~ . Glass 
I. A. Coston 
J., w. Hawkins 
lviug Smith 

CIVIC IMPBOVEI IENT COIEMI~ TE.2 PU3LI CI 'lY COl:TivII TT~E 

Chairman--W. IE. Glenn 1Jhai nnan--W. ! "'\ Binion .J• 

Vo R" Smitham w .. I..i. rJest 
J. ·-~ Peavy L A. Coston .,CJ. 

H. v'l • Ragland IC. n. Denman 
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) 

REG Iu'iR MEET! m :E '.l1HE CHA v1BF_. OF co:.m.ERCE 
2/10/28 

~'he regular n.eeting of the Uhamber of Uommerce was held at 

the Char..ber of ommerce .t!oom, the above date with ). resident E. L. Kurth 

Presiding and the foll~v ing directors pre sent , Ament , Binion, Burke , 

Collmorgen, Denman, l:ribson , Hawkins, Kurth E. L. Kurth H. \!. 11urphy , 

Biller, 1Jew.som, Peavy, Roehl, .Ha.gland , Shands , ''Jest , Walker , Smit.hmm. 

After the roll ·call the minutes of the former meeting fere 

read and ap:provea. and reports of several comm · ttees called for. mong 

these was the special committee on securing the \ddening of the right­

a-way on the highways leading into Lufkin. Director West reported as 

follov1s on this project : hat at the lower end of the county the 

r igh - a way had been practically all secured and that progress vas 

being ma e on the other sections of the c runty and that the complete 

widening of these main high~r;ays wonld be secu1"ed in a short time . 

The next committee reporting Agricultural made by Chairman 

• A. Collmorgen, vvho offered the following written report : "Ve the 

members of t he Agricultural Committee recommend that the Chamber of 

Commerce set aside one hlmdred dolla rs to be used at ~ armer Banquets 

as the committee should see fit to hold these meetin~• • 

~e the agricultural committe of the Ghamber of uommerce 

recommend that the 0hamber of uommerce purchas s· pure bred Jersey 

.Bulls to be )?laced in Angelina Uonnty in different c01mnuni ties that 

those intere :... ted in better dairy cattle may be able to secure service 

from a pure bred bull at a. nominal charge" . 

:t:his report fas adopted oy the board by the following action 

an A.ppropriation 0£ ;i:noo. oo to be used for banquet purposes in entertain­

ing farmers of Angelina County as moved by Director lvmrphy and supported 

by Director Burke. :t:his motion was unanimously adopted . ~he other 

project with reference to the improvement of the dairy stock in or.r 

county was duly considered and the agricultural c anmi t tee 11vas authorized 

to expend not to exceed ?900. 00 in the purchasing of Registered iiarsey 

Copied from an original at The History Center, Diboll, Texas     www.TheHistoryCenterOnline.com     2018:001



ItJ. les to be placed ' ith resrwnsi b!e farmers in the county and to be used 

for bree ing purpose • The agricultura committee ras authorized to 

select the farmers mest suited to care for these males and to take 

up the m tter of purchasing this stock with the best breeders in the 

state . Director ' ment made the statement that it would be necessarJ 
~ 

to be very particular about ha-ving these animals tick ~ and carefully 

handled in order to secure tbe best results from them, and not to take 

chances on a loss by their dying from tick fever . ~he motion favoring 

this :project was made b ;1 Director ..t::)urke and supported by Director 

R. ,., • .Kurth and was unanimously voted . -

~ ~ Another matt~r of much importance under consideration was that 

( · of securing a •tome llemonstration Agent f or Angelina Gounty'. in 

connection with this project the secreta~~- furnished a letter received 

from l\:iss uertrude nlodget, uistrict u ome .uemonstration Agent, who stated· 

that it woula be necessary fo:i: our Jount y uomm :'.. ssioners to act very 

pr omptl in this wBtter and appropriat the necessary funds to secure 

a place pn the waiting l ·ist of the c aunties desiring these Agents. :J:he 

matter was referred to Director nenman, who was to give this matter 

special attention and it was hoped to· secure the req_uire a appropriation 

~~ first meeting of the county vornmission6rs court . 

Another Agricultural problem mentioned was that of planning 

and carrying out a Rat Extermination rroject, Uounty Wide and a special 
a~. 

committee of rat killers composed of llirector .~ibson, Shands and Burke 

who were to handle this project and mal(e pla,.ns for prizes and the checking 

of the results of the campaign and the awarding of any premiums that might 

be offered for the greatest number of rats caught by any community or 

individual . In connection with these :premiums the .Lufkin .National .uank 

offered ~25 . 00 to the uommunity that would kill the most rats during 

the campaign and r;·l.r • .lli • .L . l:urth ·stated that he woilld personally give 

:}10. 00 , as a second pi~emi urn. 

Another i tern mentioned oy JJirector uibson rns t he necessity for 

having all lands terrace betore the _;J·e neral .Loan Bank would be vi l ing to 
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place loans upon them. Another statement made by .Uirector Ament vms that 

there have been loans made in the county on farm lands that were not 

worth the amount of the loans p:~acea . 

1'nother item of interest in connection vlith the agricultural 

work vas with reference to the visiting of the various communities 

throu~hout the county 'by the directors of the Uhamber of commerce for the 

purpose o t· getting better ac q nalhn t ed with our farre people. i his statement 

ended the agricultural section of the meeting and it was followea ~ a 

stat:ement with refere11ce to the proposition made by r'lr . ~,alts , vho stated 

in a letter that he had purchased the i.1eng 1 .rlant holdings .ana tm t 

he vrnuld be in .Lufkin at an· early date, to either plan for selling +his 

propert or putting in some industry to operate it . 

A suggestion was made also regarding the necessity for discouraging 

solici ters and general tra. .. eling advertising agents coming into our city. 

A letter received i'rom J.1r. n . s. ;:>terling, uhairman, of t ;_e fund 

committee for tbe .rmtional Democratic uonvention was presented and it was 

thought best not to contbibute directly from the ~hamber of vommerce out 

th~t each member of the ooard who desired and any of the citizens of Lufkin 

~ho cared to might subscri to this fund. in a personal way. 

~his meetin of the board uas largely attended and one of the 

, mo.Bt interesting and effective in secL1ring results of an:r meeting ever 

held b· the vhamber of vommerce noard . 
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" 

REGULA .... HE TING F HE C1-IF B=-.R OF C OVllIBRCE 
DIR.EC 0 . 2/23/28 

~~e regular meetin o· the Chamber of Co1merce Board ~as 

held at the Chamber of Gomrrerce noom the above d~te with Vice-

President lf. A. Collmor en presic1in< and the following direct.ors 

present: -ment, Binion , 3urke , Collmorgen , Gates , G~bson , Tienman , 

Hawkins , ~ :urhpy, ne•:sorn, Roehl, ZeE...o-ler. In addition to the 

directors we had r.ir . I . D. Bargainer of Clm: son present at this 

rr..eeting i. 
The minutes of the t'ormer rr:eeting uere read and approved 

when a general talk by the n:erlbers pee sent rega:~a ing the dairy 

:project which v-as being en ·oura 0 ed by the local ChamlJer of Comnerce 

and ci tizene, arr.ong those spea. inf"'/' on this subject were Di rectors: 

Gibson, Uollmorgen, r.mrphy H ·kins . and· o1ther • ... nurnbe r of 

statements ere made d th reference to the necessity of securing 

an especially milk producing stock , in orcler to i~prove our 

dairy heras here in Angeline County. Dr. Hawkins as an additional 

member on account of his good judgment and ability to say yes and 

no promptly. rt ~as also suggested that in a registration papers 

that vere furnished on these prospective animals be refer- ed to 

the A 8., I1 College for inspecti n before the purchase ifas finally 

closed Pollov1ing th:is discussion the rat problem vms taken up 

and director CHbson \"rho is on the special rat committee stated 

that Director Shands was chairman of this canmittee, instead of 

himself Among those v1ho were speakiYJ.g on tr is subeect were 

:Director Cates , who stated trat he r aa lost much of his melon 

seed plants an also his peanuts during the ast _rear ori account 

of the numerous rats that infested is fields . .Lt was stated that 

G.t a meeting held at the Court tlouse on aturday 18th, v;hen a 

pe ci a 'ist l.1r. !hit e hedd fr om San J. toni o was !)re sent a.na. gave 

some s"t tements regarding t) e ca.mpai o-n as it s ho 1ld be o ~:!anized . 

li suggeste t at the various leaders of tbe cotmty be invi le- to 
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come together and make def Laite p ans to carry the c:a mpaign on t 11rough 

the county schools an other i 1 i vidua.ls interested in the movemen • 

In connection with this sug_estion, the secretary t 1rough tI-·e aid 

of Superintendent alker s::;cured a list of the truste 0 s of the 

various chool in the county an 1w1iled a letter to each grou J of 

trustees calling a meeting for .h1ebruary 25th, at the Court House 

for the puxpose Of perfecting this or5anizatio11, at hich time the 

s:~pecial committee from the Cbamber of Commerce and the leaae~s from 

the various School district wo~ld perfect plans for awardi1g prizes 

and take care of other matters that might be brought before the 

meeting in connection with carrying on th~ s campaign. 

· brief statement was r.r.ad e by Director inurpby on the highway 

situation a.11d indicated that a 'favorable condition ex isted in 

connection with the improving of the air line high fay # 35 direct to 

HotJston. 

The ind us trial c omm.i.. t tee 1ad noting further to offer a.t 

this meeting 1he secretary r -ad severa.l communications relative 

to speal--ing contes t, as being sponsored by t he Bast '..i.'exas Chamoer o-r 

Commerce v1hich the secretary 17as directed to refer to the city and 

county superintendents f or attention. 

Another i tern was wi .J. h reference to the lighting of the 

air port by a new Urleans concern if a·1d :hen air port was established 

.:.L Lufkin. .After these rr.atters were di~:po .sed off a suggestion ~vas 

made by \l • . A .• collmorgen regarding the purchase of the present 

Merchants As ocia ti on Records and combine that orga.niza t ion VJil1lfk 

with the Chamber of uommeroe. l t 1.vas thought th.at considerable 

expense could be sa.ved and that the organization co l• a be carried on 

to a better advantage by ma ~ing this change and a committee of three 

consisting of Directors, Burke, .Nevsom and ·u-ibson were appolimted to 

investigate the proposition and see if it could be possible to make 

this nurcha8e and. to see wr-i!3,t price \: o Jld be necessary to pay for it 
an to !t'eport at the next meeting. 
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a,c< e 

fil:rGT~I, " ·1 "\ 11rrrG 0'11 1l1TP '\"Ii ~~~ ''Ji OCI.:::..-.-~BC~ 

3/ 8/28 

'l1he regular session of the uhaml)er of \.J1 i1merce uoc_J. .. d 

n. d the £ol o 1i 1l'· direct.or& uresr;::1t: i.met.Lt, 'rrl(e, uol mo1"'gen, 

D vm~\,.N1 , Glenri , Gass , G--1bson, :.u.'\v....:ins , "Jur-.bJ , Miller, Fest, 

'~eagler and Smi tham. 7e had as visitors r:r. • L. Bartlett 

of our cit.- 1 IIr. • ~ . _Io:rton of Houston, rcpres 1ti lg the 

Insurance companies o our city •. 

Pol 1 nwir.g the checl:~n ... o: r"e ~10·b31"S Of the board. the 

minutes of the :former r..Jeeting t.vere :rea and appro-.red. A.L tel .. the 

readi~~ of t1e mi· utes he lntt~r of r-anni~g for parks and 

PlGiy_rounds in .!.Jufl:in was ·or.:efl~~ di'"0 t.lSsed and sevnral tracts 

rerc r en ti on .:...S oeinP: de irL-ble for tl is x1r )O. e; a mone- t m be ·1 g 
~q.lu> .. L . 

the school ex·om1 o·med by the L J..fk·:.1 :n e!' nd.ent Di ~t:cict. 

President ~~u:rth stat ea that the school boerd 1 ould be '7illing o 

least thi ~ta rate of ~ . oo per -ea~ to the citizens of u _in 

for ark pro11erJ...tJ, :-)rovided it could. be reserve- fo scl ool 
of 

bnildings in ~utu~ years . After consider tio this ..... +ter it 

·e.s t4.ough t i e -b~r t .e irec to:r::s l resent that iw would e better 

for the city to purchase th tract n 1.vn it ou 1·ight r t:_er 

than to leas it . 

~his pro?osition at this ti .o . 

~1 1. next mo.-i-ter spo-~en of ~vcs that of the ·riden ·ng o:: onr 

hi~l ay Tight w ~r throu: out the co nt'"'' , as req_ue ted 1:>~ the 

Ji st:ric r · rr. H1ddox, lJirect or Glenn reported t iat this 

work liifas proceedin rapi :: .. - :i,n that the request of the en ·ine r 

'i ould be car:. .. i e.::i o _._ cor pl_ete in .. 2gel.i na County at an .ar y 

.furect y into.San OonntJ via of Ewing a.11d establiC"hi 10 

:,,.; 

a river c~ossin a ~~ ........ .,.. ......... poin~. t the su .. _,c· .. estion o.: n.:_rector 
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Col orCT'en s""ecial com littee .ms to b ar>poi11ted 

Kurth f'.lor tl · s committee t hav. s one member Ir Geo:i~ge • 
1enderson, rh 

L"- i~ f· mili r it h the t e -r::.~i t o • ~i'.is comm · ttce 

speci0 l intere..,t .:.n ~tab_ishing this ~ .. oad througn 

a.· re ct ...... ~ to hireno from Iufk·n. r:r . st ~e2orted that the 

lEns for th com_ letion of Mgh1;.ay ~ 35 ms practic· llJ com::_1lFJte 

an that th road would be finished ve ~T oon. 

The nex.1.. m tter of busine s a the report of the 

membe1'ship and bu get o· m1aign , re po~ ed by i ecto - · nr n , 

he e hibit a classif i lie<t of the men'lbership as it stands 

to ay, ~i- in J' the names an am ttnts subscribed bj the me .be rs and 

it was eci d by the board that thi lis~ should be publish~, 

givin0 tae name and amout subscribe • 

The grictlltura. matters we· e r.:entioned especially th 

boys orchar c __ uo , which was being directed b~r ount-.,. Age1 t , 

o. • LaGroue . A statement .ms made that 20 P-'r011pi..; of :re es lad 

be n furnis 1 d and delivered to GO boys in the 1orth rn pa1 t of 

nEe i.na Com1ty at a cost o :·s2. 26 , inclu ing the express . 

·_his bill was paid out o" he Jh mber of Commerce funds , although 

it had been stat b~; County .Agent Lagrone that the Lufkin n~tional 

a1k vould handle this . ttis report the d~iry 

comJnittee w~ .. -ch Dire ctor Gib on and Col o .. "'gen are active nembers 

stat d tha~ ·hey had no -hi 1g defi11ite to o.: er at th· s tim , 

but that the ai y project was being looked after carefull~ and 

the lans f r improring the s ck of -'·he co 11 ·y .vas being mad • 

At this time J:'rosiden.t =-:--rt state th ..... t cur visitors 

fr . artlett and Ii r . Horton had so·11ething to present to the b 

and that we ;vould be glfld t h ar from them. fir . artlett stated 

that he had i'fr. Horto11 tere investigating tl'"\e insurance conditio·-,s 

and as:b:ed him to n ke a i"'eport to t e boa~--d . His statements 
h,'\A 

indicated ti at fir i·1sura-1ce :§ carri d bJ ~ co 1pany had. been a 
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loss ·to t:1em :·or the past five or ten years and he e sired some 

o.Cti on that wouJ.d be helpful in c ia ging this c onrli ti on, stating 

tha:t he thought -.· .,t there had been an over aqount of in~urance 

w:ci ten on some ris1rs here that shoud be oor:rected. 1l1h3 matter 

of the effieicney of our fi:re der.!?-:rtrnent 1::~s mentioned and the 
~ J-

general conditions of cle""':.,iness , 'a~ spoken o:f an the .tr l~ble 
mi~ ~ J~ 1..4 ~ 

seemed to be in the uri t1.ng of policies , ' ' 

In the light of this discussion he directors decided to have a 
< 

committee ap]_.,ointed to cooperate t . ..... lo cal a 0 ents ti th the idea 

of 1~eepine t 71e amon.nt within -1-:he valne of the property , this 

co·nmi ttee was to 11e appointed - ·;/ .t'residen t Kurth and to be a. 

secret cotr .. mtt-'::e 0 ana that :he .: nsurance agents an those intere)jte:l 

wou_ a. be notified -rho cons itute ti1is coinmi tte"' • 

.:_:iollnwi ng t'1is Jra tter the disci1ssion o· thq ine of 

sdvertisement c...,.rried on by t 1e citizens of Ln.Ikin ·was taken up 
state 

a...Yld it uas t ought unuise to take pag0 adds in the i1a:pers as iaa 

Deen t.he custon tn the :ast . ~he ... :ropos:.tion offered b the 

:ost Dispatch ~or a special issue to 1)e gotten out; in -he nt..tionel 
P11 

Convention in June was thought to ~e investment for our 

local people , and the se.creta.r~7 was authorize to e..avise the 

:Post Dispatch that we would not. be an -eres tied in this special 

i·ne o advertising at this time; in as much as th.Jre had been 

two or three such page aa s placed in the Houston yapers within 

the :p.,st year. 

mother matter iscu.ssed was that of the IJLam er of 

commerce or anization tnJ:::-L:'lt: over t e rnauagement of the Hetail. 

comm:tttee , ,~r. Gi,1son stated t at the prese::.1t seer .tary of the 

"'?tail Klerche..nts Associ'1tion claimed that he qlue of tl-e 
e 

records woula be in the .1.1.eitshborhood f iW3500. oo , it -,tas t 110u..a-1 t 

u '"ho directors l;l at ..i..h__; r:erc! ants Association o.med all records 

and tha 
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pric 6 • 

~1 h -:;:ro .!ect no b:dng .s.. ut 011 • n A.1ge lina County 

in the estructio1 o r'~s ~as co~si~,re n -'-;he state 1e· t made 

th t the : roe;ram r1as being oari -· ed 01.it fr .. lly county Jid '·hroue;i1 

t.18 schools and coun-rJ bOJS , f[r . --hiJ ehead and his helpers and 

"h t t' e cam1x1 gn v; ould go on for six v1ee-rs , at :thich time prizes 

!0'1ld b ~i en in cao i to the SC ools an merdh 1c1.is :9Te1 iu.ms 

to the inn i vid ua o s an. jrls tlat ver~ the most ef"'ective 

in ca tchinr_; ~ nr ki l L1 rats.. in o:rde1"' to compl te t le }!lans 

it ·1as i ecessar:- to secure a :e r Lore mere mndise : remiums and 

di rec tors · lrlce e 1d '-ri Json 'Wre author· zed to t....,_ e up this 

matter a1 secure a itiona_ pmmiums .. Director l::i-ibso stated 

t:hat he would furnish a 22 T rget Rifle a 0 a first _)remitIDl to 1 e 

given to the bo~ r.inner in the c om11-y ru d that 1imself an 

Director Bnrlce would sec·l1re a list of other 1 emiums th t wou a. 

con }.)lete the campai n _gremium list . :rhe , ecret!i_,_y reporte 

that the cash premitj.ms l ad bee 1 arranged for by the .L'ollou · ng 

persons ar:c corr>0rations : Diboll aommuni -, nr. R1 tlm~d 

represe ,ting :;·10 . 00; San Augustine Com1tJ . JlL'Jlber 0orupany , 

Gi)son :110 . 00; Long Be11 L1 b0r Uom1any, .LJ01ova.n .10. 00 

l.Ir • .8. L. ~ urth personal '.''"'10 . 00; Lufki I~v. tional Bank: ~<25o 00 , 

Lu:fkin Telephone Uonpan: ::110 . 00 tris v1oula make up ;/75.00 

i cash p1~· zes to be given to the five i""'h3st school districts 

in .I-· vne comity o 1tside ti1'3 Cit r of Lufkin. l ·-y.. at · te he ad 'Vas resent 

at the meetin~ an made son.e staten~en s explain~1g the rat .u:il2.i 1 

project and it se med to e oving o f in a ver. - sat is factory my. 
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)' 
UHAivi.B~R 0]' U OMMERCE 

REGULAR .MEET ING 
4/12/28 

~he directors of the ~ufkin uhamber of uommeroe meet at 

the Uhamber of uommeree B.oom April 12th, with the follwwing directors 

present: Ament, .8inion, .tsurke, ·collmorgen, oatea, Coston. Glenn, 
and 

Gibson, .c.awkins • .K.urth, ~. w. ~ewsom, Peavy, ~rout, West, with 

Vioe-~resident Collmorgen presiding. ~J.'he minutes of the former 

meeting were read and approved and the regular line of business 

taken up, which covered a number of interesting feature , among them 

being: 

A highway matter as presented by Superintendent H. J. Mickseh 

of the Southern ~acific Lines, in which he suggested a way to improve 

the under-pass at the crossing of the southern ~aci~ic Lines just 

north of LUfkin on the ~acogdoohes road. ~his matter covered considerable 

expense and after due consideration the directors thought it wise to 

refer the matter to the district engineer, Mr. Maddo and leave it 

for the rai1road and the highway department to adjust. 

The next matter of interest was that of aeouring the membership 

tickets for the East ~exas Chamber of Commerce members, the cp.ota being 

100 tickets for Angelina County. These tickets were in charge of 

directors Glenn and Gibson and it was thought wise to apportion them 

to several of our leading citizens with the idea of hsving them sold 

in time for a report to be made to the East Texas Chamber of Uommeroe 

at Greenville. Among those who were subscribers to this fund was 

the Chamber of Commerce, for 10 tickets, w. M. Glenn 10 tickets, 

Luf-kin National Bank 10 and others which would make up the total of 

100 tickets iB•wa•Bh the complete quota for this occasion. 

Another matter was that of transportation problem to convey 

the representatives of Angelina County to this convention, and it was 

thought best to tr.r to arrange for a special pullma.n or two to be 

stal7ted from Lufkin and to be used as a domtltory during the convention 

days. The secretary was authorized to investigate the coat of chartering 
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on~or more oars for sueh a purpose and it was generally thoug?t &bought 

tl:e.t tickets enough eould be sold to carry such a plan through. 

(Anothar item of importance was that of securing a Home Demonstration 

Agent for Angelina uounty. The secretary stated that a contract had been 

signed by the Lufkin uhamber of uommeroe, w. A. uollmorgen, vice~president 

and w. u. Hall, secretary in harmony with the advise given by Directo~ Venman 

that we might be on the active list at the A & M college, so that an agent 

coUld be supplied as soon as the .1rederal and State money was reoeiv&d.p An­

nouncements were ma.de regard1ng the FoJ."estry Meeting to be held on Friday 

27th, of April and also the arrival of the Dallas Good Willers Train, which 

would be in Lufkin the 17th, for a short stay. 

The loans to farm boys_ puxchase of fertilizier which is being handled 

by county Agent, LaGrone, was brought up and a statement made that a•ound 

$1,000,00 had been furnished b ~ the banks here for making these loans 

and that it would require an additional endorser for a £urlher loan of 

$400,00 to cover the amount required for the supplying of the Cowity Boys 

fertilizier for the club boys orop. It was finally decided that acceptable 

endorsements would be furnished and the endorsers would be guaranteed the 

repayment of any loss sustained in handling this $400.00 group of notes 

by the Chamber of Commerce in case there was any loss sustained. It vas 

also stated that a list of these notes should be furnished and filed with 

the Chamber of uommerce Secretary. 

The following matter concerning the management of the dairy stock 

in Angelina County was under consideration, Chairman Collmorgen of the 

Agricultural Committee stated that eight animals had been purchased at a 

cost of $744.50 which covered the first cost of the animals and their 

transportation and delivery to the parties who were to care for them. ~hus 

the dairy _line of work was well started in Lufkin and Angelina County. ~he 

osre takers of these animals were to have a meeting at an early date to 

decide on the charge for service that would be expeoted, as this matter 

waa left open for this committee to adjust 
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f . . THE REGULAR M:EETING OF TH~ CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

4/26/28 

The regular meeting of the Chamber of Commerce directors 

was held at the Chamber of Commerce ~oom with the following members 

present: Binion, Collmorgen, Hurke, Denman, Glenn, ~ibson, Hawkins, 

Henderson, Shands, West and Smitham. 

The meeting was taken up largely by the presentation of a 

plan of a Building & Loan G~ganiaat~:Jlunder the plan of the Houston 

& Building Loan Association. This plan was presented by Mr. w. A. 

McElroy, Secretary• s:aa@arer and u-eneral UJanager of the Houston 

Organization. He gave a very clear statement with reference to the 

management of this c,cmcern and stated that it : had grown in seven years 

with starting from nothing and now having four & one half million 

invested. He presented the plan to the directors preselbil, stating 

that they had lonaed to home builders or those who occupy their 

ovvn homes only. That the stock carried for the purpose of making 

a loan would be one hand· one half shares or one third more than m cessary 

to cover the loan, and this would be repaid with inters•t and principl.i 

in a definite number of months. tle also stated that as a savings 

matter that it would cost 50¢ per month per 100 or $5.00 er month 

on a thousand which would mature in 128 months, making a total payment 

of $640.00 which would be worth at that time ~l,OOO.OO. After making 

many ata tements and answering que.stions from the 'fari ous di recto rs 

present Mr. McElroy stated that if agreeable to the directory and if 

the plan me t w.ii.th the approval of thi intividuals that his representatives 

Mr. castle and Mr. Ramin would remain here for some days and see what 

could be done with rega.Td to securing membership for t he purpose of 

not only saving funds for those who desired to use it for this purpose 

but also, especially, to aid in building homes for those who desired 

to secure homes or to pay off loans already on homes earried by local 

capitalists. There was no definite action taken by the board of 
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irectora, but the opinion?\seemed to be in favor of 

approving of the plan as presented by Mr. lV.1.CElroy and his associates • 

..tfollowing the statements by Mr. lll GElroy and hiller himself 

and his associates had retired Mr. Poniah, Director of the High 

school Band ma.de some statements with regard to what he desired to 

do in c ormect ion with the band work during the summer. His plans 

was to give soma concerts in the city of Lufkin andleast once each 
· each 

month, or two if it seemed wise and :t1 alternate week make a trip 

to some point in the country and. give a c once:tm entertainment to 

the Lufkin ~riends who reside in the rural district, these entertainments 
• o..4'.,i..~ 

w:a:aJJt to be made up of' t he band music and some A b7 indi vid u.als who 

wo ~11d accompany l<tr. Ponish and Mr. le.Grona County Agent and to take 

the place of any trade trips or other get Ac.quainted features that 

have been used heretofoze. 

JVlr. Ponish stated that the band was out of debt with the 
{ ~ ~, 

ezception of about ~ still owing on the back rental charge 

at the present time they were having no expanses except his Je rsonal 

salary • tie also sta ted that quite a number of the contributors 

to the band work had been dropping out, and failing to keep up their 

payments. He hoped that they would be sustained with a reasonable 

amount during the summer, in order to pay all indebtedness and to 

do the work that they desired to do in the furnishing of concerts 

and ent•~tainmente and clear all indebtedness an the end of the y ear. 

other matters mentioned by the secretary was that of the 

delegatlt _· and badges for t he East '..Cexas Chamber of Uommerce delegation, 

Tne ~·orestry Meeting, to be held at the .Angelina Hotel all day of 

Friday 27th, with a luncheon to be served at the Angelina Hotel at the 

noon hour. ~he directors of the local Chamber of Commerce were asked 

to act as a reception committee to those visiting us from out of 

town, and to also be present at t he l~noheon to fill any plates that ~ 

mgght be vacant, in case that we were short of visitors. ~ 

o'LL4.-~ ti d at .this Several rmatters were on the program but not men one ~ime. 
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1-{EGULAR MEETING OF THE CH.AMBER OF COMMERCE 

5/10/28 

~he time for the regular meeting of the directors of the crhamber 
f 

of ~ommerce was the above date, but owing to the fact that the secretary 

had been absent from his office .for several days in attending the ~ast 

Texas Chamber of uommerce at ~reenville. 

The :t!ubmices t> the members were late in being mailed, result 

being the lack of a quorum for this meeting those present were: President 

E • .L. Kurth presiding and the following directors .tlUrke, uollmorgen, 

Coston, uibson, tlawkins and ~rout, thus making one short of the quorum. 

:rhe minutes of the former me (:3 ting were read and approved with 

the small correction with reference to the action of the individual 

members; as to approving the plan of the Houston .tluilding & Loan Assn. 

in fexas solic iiling members here in .Lufkin. 'l1his was made to read that 

no definite action was taken by the board of directors in this matter, 

but quite a number of the individual members present favored the plan 

as being a good way of encouraging thrift in securing loans in building 

of homes. oommittee reports were called for the .Agricultura 1 Qommi ttee 

of which w. A. Coll.morgen, chairman, stated that he had no report to 

make at this time. :.rhe industrial committee of which .r11r. H. .L. Zeagler 

is Chaiitnan, \~·:10 was not present; £resident E. L. Kurth made some statements 

regarding the possibility of securing a crate factor.v which would be 

removed from Conroe to our city by Mr. Alexander, formely of Jacksonville. 

The proposition offere4 by M.r. Alexander was read, in which it was noted 

that some additional capital would be required; in order to clear this 

plant of indebtelness and. to make it possible to locate in Lufkin. 

~he amount stated that would be required for this purpose was about ~17,000.0 

the statement was also made that they would employ 40 people in operating 

their plant here in the manufacture of crates and baskets. After due 

consideration the proposition was left in the hands of rresident ~. L. 

Kurth to take up with Mr. Alexander and see what plans could be worked 

out to bring this industry to Lufkin. in connection with this enterprise 
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a letter was read from rar. u. M. Walz of Hickman, Kentucky stating 

~t he would be willing to take ~500.00 for the old M gle ~lant site, 

in our city and the directors generally thought this was a fair price 

for the property. ~resident Kurth was also to handle this matter and 

to report at the next regular meeting of the board. 

Another matter BXK brought up was that of a colonizatio~ 

proposition in which a uhicago representative had been here making a · 

proposition to p:Iace several hm1dred families of foreigners principally 

Hollanders for agriouatura1 developments, it was thought wise to take no 

definite steps in corm.action with this until we had investigated the 

backing of this party, and learned more of the plans of operating this 

colonizational scheme. it was suggested by .l:'resident Kurth that it would 

probably be just as well to send a representative of our own into the 

northwest to encourage immigration this way, and thus select those that 

would be most suitable to take a place in om1r community as prema.nent 

cieizens, rather than to have the mixed groups of foreigners come among 

us. Director Collmorgen stated that he thought it would be splendid to 

have some good welcome signs upon our h#;ghways in the interest of our 

county, stating that he·noticed that our neighborhing people in rolk 

County had such signs. A suggestion was also made that at the East 

Texas Convention Hon. Jesse • Jones of Houston suggested that all cities 

and towns along the main highways and railroads prepare for the reeeption 

of foreignelielegates who will attend the convention at houston inJune. 

He suggested that special committies be appointed to meet the trains 

and to extend any courtsies possible to make these incoming delegates 

welcome to Texas. As there was no quorum present no definite action 

was taken in regard to any of the propositions rendered. 
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THE REGULAR :MEETING OF ~l1HE CHAMJ3ER OF COMMERCE 
5/24/28 , 

The regular d irector1 s. meeting of the Chamber of commerce was 

held at the Chamber of Oommerce Room the a1'ove date with Presid.ent E. L. 

Kurth presiding and the following directors present: w. c. Binion, Burke, 

Denman, Hawkins, Kurth, E. L. Kurth, R. w. Mews om, Roehl, and Zeagler. 

The minutes of the former meeting were read and approved and the following 

matters of business taken up. 

A report of the industrial committee made by President. E. L. 

Kurth with reference to the Alexander crate Factory project. Mr. Kurth 

stated that it would require something like $17,000.00 to pay the iniebt­

edness of this industry and probably as much would be used as working· 

capital. He suggested that a little more time be given to pla:rming 

the financing of this concern to see what could be worked out in the way 
\ 

of f inanc ssiatance for the purpose of securing this plant. 

Another item of interest mentioned by the secretary was with 

.L.i. v refe ence to the Clay Brick Industry which had been proposed by r. A. • 

Chapin of College Station, Texas. Mr. Chapin stated that he desired to 

come to Lufkin and look over the tract known as the Sheerer property 

near the Neches River with the idea of developing this industry heee at 

Lufkin. It was stated that a letter had been written to Mr. R. J. Shoo.rer 

with reference to this mat te r and that it wo u ld be taken up at another 

meeting of the board. 

Another item of special interest was that of securing the 80 ft. 

right-a-way for our bardsurfaced State Roads, in which the Assistant 

District Engineer had advised the Bhamber of Commerce that it would be 

necessary to have this right-a-way so that the surfacing and widening 

could be carried on throught the whole of Angelina county. Mr. Keene 

r the Engineer stated. that they would be through with the Nacogdoches 

Highway very soon and would want to proceed at once on # 40 leading 

to Zavalla and also on # 35 leading toward the Neches River. It was 

de§!i@& that President E. L. Kurth and the other members of the board 
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woo.ld endeavor to encourage the securing of this right-a-way as fast as 

possible. The present Highway committee which Director Glenn as ChairwAn 

was to have the support of not only the board but any other citizens 

who could be of help mn securing this special highway extension of our roads. 

A special representative of the Chamber of commerce Mr. R. w. Kurth was 

to have an interview with Mr . Barge of Zavalla to the 

widening of the right-a-way over his property with the hope that this 

mat t er could be adjusted satisfactorily. 

Another itmm mentionwd was that of the possible removal of the 

Sllttahing crew and switch engine from yards in Lufkin on the Cotton Belt 

road, which han been taken up by the Cotton Belt Authorities but which 

wouad be ccntinued to operate as in the past according to a letter written 

to the Chamber by iJX. K. IVI. Post , superintendent. 

Another mat t er mentioned was that of having a special committee 

appointed for the purpose of cooperating in the plans of the East Texas 

Chamber of Commerce work. This request coming from President John n. 
Middleton of the East Texas Chamber of Commerce Organization. It was 

suggested by members of the board that the virector W • M. Glenn and 

councelor J. H. Gibson should act as such committee and if other members 

were required these two could select more of the directory to make up 

the c onmi ttee. 

Another item mensioawadwas that of the conolization pro jeot 

offered by Mr. Varland of the Federal Reality company of Minneapolis, Minn 

this party desir•dg to bring into Angelina County a number of nolland 

families ~no: colonizatio ~urposea. fhe direeaota thought it best 

not to go into this matter until definite information had been received 

with refe1~ence to the responsibility and reliability of the 11eaeral 

Reality Company and the secretary was authorized to oontinue his 

investigation regarding this matter and report at the next regular ne et ing. 

The directors had as visitors in at this meeti ling J:;;lr. Simmons 

and Agent Woodall who were interested listeners in the proceedings of the 
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of~ tpp meeting. Mr. Simmons who is a general marketing and organization 

representative of the southern Pacific Lines stated that he would be 

interested in any special work that we desired to put on with reference 

to poultry sales, encouraging the possibility of the brick plant and 

the colonizational scheme t hat had been under consideration. lie stated 

that a .Mr. Theo Kooh of Beaumont would be a reliabi. 1e represen*s.tive for 

colonization work in East Texas and stated that he would give us 

his address. 

Another item presented b y the secretary vms that of clearing 

the local Lufkin Band of their indebetiness if the amount did not 

exceed $140.00~ This was wade on motion and voted by the directors present. 
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' REGO L.AR MEETING OF CHAMBER OF C O:MlvIERC 

6/JB /28 
BOARD 

The regular meeting o:f the directar s of the Lufkin Chamber 

of Commerce was held in the Chamber of uommerce .Hoom the above date 

with Vice-President Collmorgen pr~siding and the following directors 

present: Binion, Burke, Hawkins, tienderson, MU.rphy, Miller, Newsom. 

Eeavy, Hoehl and vest. We had as a visitor at this meeting District 

Engineer Madda • The minutes of the former meeting were read and approved 

and the regular order of business taken up and among the features con­

sidered was that of the general hig hway work in Angelina County and the 

securing of the necessary ~idening of t he right of way on the various 

lines, leading out from Luf kin. This matter had been befo:m the special 

highway committee, of which ~J . M. Glenn is Uhairman, for some weeks am a 

considerable portion of the necessary extra width of highway had been 

secured but there still remained a great deal that neede attention along 

this line that had not been secu:red. tr . Glenn was not present at this 

meeti11g but Director vest, who is on that committee stated that they had 

practically completed the securing of the right of way south of Zavalla 

t'o the Uounty line, there being only one or two in the section who had 

not signed up; ·also the right of way th~ough to the Angelina iver on th 

Nacogdoches highway with one exception, but that the necessary territory 

along number 35 south of Lufkin had not been completed as yet. rnJ ~ 

some statements made b: ngineer -- ddox , he stated that it would p ii;iaibly 

rpquire the condemnation proceedin~ in order to ~ecure ~ome ~ection 

of thia highway improvement and that he would &ugge~t that prompt atepa 

be taken to have the matter completed ao that the crewa now working could 

proceed with the general work on the other line out of Lufkin to make 

them c orr eiipond with the road now c on.itructed between Lufkin and r4acogdoche • 

He ~tated that the highway department at ~uatin ere advi~ed that the 

Lufkin Chamber of uommerce had ple g d the ~ecuring of thi~ extra width 

and that he hoped that they would be able to comply with the requeti1t a~ 

made and make a ~pecial effor to complete the ~ork deQire • In connection 
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wit ' thi& diQOUiUilion, tl ninion suggested that w bile we were s aouring the 

extra widt h on the other lines that we also include the road leading 

to lt o and Jacksonville which is termed highway # 40 . Thi s suggestion 

was agreeable to all members present and it was tho~ght wise to appoint 

a special committee to ~oin in the work with the other committee that bad 

oeen working on this line to, not only attemnt to secure this right of vmy, 

but to interview the vommissioners uourt with the idea of having a viewing 

committee to onae anv tr cts where the land is refused for highway 

purposes . ~his corrunittee to m ke s ecial ·effort to push this work as 

rapidly as possible and to call on any others of the directoxy or citizens 

of Lufkin to assist them if they desired. This matter vns p~obably 

most important item taken up during the meeting . .. '\ 

Other items mentioned was that of the visit to our territory of 

Mr. J . E. Stanfo:ro., Agricultural Director from the East Texas Chamber 

of Commerce , who was to be here on the 21 22 ,. lso the possibility of 

having a poultry packing plant which some oorrespondenoe with a Dennision 

Firm indicated that they might open a poultry buying and egg shipping plant 

here in the fall of this year, with the idea of especially handling tur . a . 

Another matter mentioned was that of the Alexander Crate Factory 

which had br) en left in the hands of .President E. L. KUrth to handle . Mr. 

Kurth exJ)lained through a statement to the secretary that he had advised 

the Alexander people to dis~ose of their Conroe Veneer Plant , in order 

to secul\9 the necessary funds for operating expenses heu~:e·::a t Lufkin, a 

he did not think it would be vise to loan more than the $17 ,ooo. oo required 

for paying off their indebtedness. 

The c lonization project being offered by Mr. J . s . Varland, 

Minneapolis Colonization Agent, was talked over but not thoroughly 

considered by the dire tors, as only a few present at the time this was t ( 1 , 

presented , hO\vever, it was thought best not to take any action with ref 

sence to.it at this time . 

Another item was that of the securing of members in the East 

Texas Chamber of Commerce of $10. 00 each. The quota assigned to Angelina 

Copied from an original at The History Center, Diboll, Texas     www.TheHistoryCenterOnline.com     2018:001



cou:n-t ... y being 100 members at ~10.00 e·ach or $1,000.00. Councilor Gibson 

not being present left a list of the prospective subscribers to this fund 

with the number of membership they eaoh should take in order to make up 

this fund. There was no definite action taken regarding 

this matter. 

Another item of interest was that of a letter which was read, 

addressed to President E. L. Kurth from Mr. G. A. Kelley suggesting that 

the Chamber of Commerce secure a store building in the new Hotel Addition 

for the Chamber of Commerce .i;(oom, that we would have the advantages in 

connection wcith the hotel and be able to have meals sefved by the Hotel 

also and have access to the extra dining room as an assembly room when 

needed. Mo act i on was taken regarding this watter. 

Another item of immediate interest was that of extending a 

welcome to the delegates passing on their way to the Houston Convention. 

It was decided '. that the reasonable expense of $100.00 might be used in 

this connection as an advertising feature for Lufkin to be expended 

for Banners, Cards, refreshments and other things that might be needed. 

This special welcome to be under the direction of a committee of ladies 

of which Mrs. J. w. Hawkins is Chairma.n. 

Another item was the need for a sign~ the underpass of the 

southern 'Pacific Lines just north of Lufkin where the Nacogdoches road 

makes a tur.n and many travelers were misdirected by going straight 

on instead of making t he tuin under the road. This matter should be 

taken care of by the Oi ty authorities and a permanent sign placed at 

this point to direct travelers. The amount of .. ~25.00 was voted to 

refund to the Lions 01ub as a part of the expenses incurred in entertaining 

the recent representatives visiting Lufkin from Highway Number 40. The 

whole amount having been paid b~ the Lions Club which under-took the 

entertainment of this group of highway representatives. 
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REGUL) .. R I.~. ~TING OF TEE C F.Ju\IBER OF CO.t.'!USRCE 
l • -

6/28/28 
~ .... ~· , 

Jl:he regular meeting of the Chamber of '\om.me roe was held at 

the Chamber of Commerce Room June 28th, with Vice-President Collmorgen 

presiding and the ·following di rectors :present: Am nt, Binion, J;mrlce, 

Collmorgen, Gibson, Hawkins, lviurphy , Miller, Peavy. The meeting was 

given over largely to the consideration of the securing of the right 

of waY' on the various highways out of Lufkin , and !dr. Gibson N"ho 

has been interested in this- work , stated that bere~bad been no 

definite action taken during the last two weeks. It was thought best 

hovever that special committees for each road be appointed and 

attempt to hurry this matter along as much as possible, especially 

on highwa~~ 35 and 40. Director Gibson was authorized to begin vo:rlr 

on highway :fl: 40 with the other membe rs of his committee; Mr. Glem, 

West and Peavy and ~o oudl: for any other assistance · that he might need 

in com1ec ion with this important highway improvement. It was hoped 

that great head~ could be made in connection with this improvement 

on the highvvaya during the next few weeks. 

Another matter considered quite thoroughly was that of 

colonization plans for Angelina County, in which it was aisclosed that 

the membe~s of the boafd were anxious to have some action taken regarding 

this matter. A number of them stated that it was the most important thing 

that we could possibly take up. lvfr. Ament stated that it would be one 

of the biggest things to be put over b:r our organization. The Secretary 

stated that Mr. Varland, who was here in the interest of colonization 

work ~ms waiting and ho:pi?g to make some plans that would be acceptable 

to the Lufkin citizens in connection ith bringing in of a group of 

high grade farmers £rom the northern States. No definite action was 

taken however, but it was thought wise to have mr -. ~ _v:arl.and meet a number 

of our farm people and to look carefully over the territory with the idea 

of working out a plan, if :possible to carry through this important 

project. 

. important agricultural activity considered was that of 
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.h poultry marketing project, which was being worked up by a Dennison 

·rexas l!'irm, who were buyers of poultry and poultry projects · several 

points in the State. :t'his matter was left in the hands of the 

gricultural Committee and the Agricultural A~ ent for them to v1ork: 

out if _possible. Industria l matt.ers were mentioned among them being 

a prop osition bv the American Body Co ~pany of Dallas, Texas who desired . 
to locate in some city in East Texas where a sup ly of. timber could 

be secured and where labor supply and. other living and shipping facilities 

were favorable. This pro j ect was being considered by the industrial 

committee of the Chamber of Commerce. lso a letter received from 

1 •• r. Sella.rs of DeRidda, La. asking for an opening ·where he could invest 

some profitable bush~ess in Lufkin. This letter was replied to 

by the ecretary asking the party to visit Lufkin am look the situation 

over personally, hoping that he would. f'ina what he wanted. 

Another i tern of cons id.era bl e interest to the Lufkin Chamber of 

commerce was that of securing members for the East Texas Chamber of 

Commerce, the outlook seemed rather discouraging to the special committee 

consisting of ! . I.1. Glenn, Director, and J. H. Gibson, Councilor for the 
\ 

1 
East Texas Chamber of Commerce Organization. J~~. being present 

statee that he w0L1ld be glad to do all he could to secure the members 

reqnired \'"fhich was 100 members at $ 10. 00 or $1.000. 00 to be paid to 

the ~ast Texas Chamber of Commerce as the Angelina County Juota. 

T' is })a;rment is a.ue and -payable not later t han the 5th day 

of July. 

There vere other items on the list for consideration but the 

hour being late the directors adjourned and left t .. unsettled matters 

for attention of the d.irectors at the next meeting. 
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GUIAR ~ro~~ OF Tm£ CR\Iiffm 0 00 l!Il _ERCE 

regular meeting of the Chamber of 1ommerce - irectors vas held 

at the Chamber of 'ommerce oom the above date vith Vice*P:tesident 

Collmorgen _residing and the folloi1ving directors :present: Binion, 

Bu:rke, Derunan, Glerm, Kurth, • v. '1.urphy, Miller , lfovsom, Trout and 

West . 1e also had as V;'tisito m Hr. 'imr•ons ana. 1....r. Woodall of the sou them 

Pacific Lines. '..L'he minutes of the former rreeting we1·e read and 

ap~roved and the following itew2 of business taken up. , ome committee 

reports called for among them b img, one on t~e sacnring of right a·f rro,y 

of our main highvays out of .Lufldn which as given by director !Vest. He 

made a stE'"tement that a certain portion of the road leading to Jas er 

had been recently graveled but the hardsurfaoed to-p had not been put 

on as there vms not funds a··npro~ riated. for that nurnose and ~1e suggested 

that a petition be :forwarded to the "ta te Highv.a~r tJommission asking for 

funi s to complete this highway b1,I putting on an a s phalt surface. :..·he 

present condition of high~ .. ray f40 Dallas to Beaumont direct line was men­

tioned and it was stated that no definite action halt been taken by the 

high way associo.ti on on this line for the pur ose of im"!?rov li1g it. It 

was su~gested that Chairman ·est talrn this matter uu with th officials 

of the organization am see if some movement could not be started to 

improve this highway. Along industrial lines there ~re one or tvo 

rri.a tte rs mentioned among them being the pros ... _e_cts -of the i l exand.er 

crate .i: acto coming to Lufkin, also the possibility of a concern calJ ed 

the .American .Body Company manumacturing Aut11JUobile Bodies , ·as looking for 

a location in this pa.rt of the State. 

were being c onsldered b~r t i1-e Industrial Conuni ttee and no members of 

this corr.mi ttee ~ere present exce ~ t ... r. ~1rout vho was not familiar with 

th s nroyect ~~nother project mentioned was that of the local Air port 

·yhich 1as re Jortea on by C'•air can \Henn of the S:fe c ial ·ir-0ort Cormni ttee. 

:ae sta. te dhtat improvements haa been made at the Berr--.1 ~·ie ld so that land-

ing 1au.ld be easil·; mad b:~ an~r of t11e air travelers cominG this way , and -
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landing sign wa.s being constructed ·which was a circle 

~~~~~r=!~~feet in diameter and lain enought to be seen at any 

distance. lt was also stated that a wli1d direct indicator 

v1ould be placee for the convenience of 1 ir trc.velers. '..l'his air }?Ort 

was l)eing given quite a little publicity throucth t:he Dal as vhamber of 

commerce andother points in Texas. ~ome other matters mentioned by the 

Secretar~- were with reference to the mcord of 13irths ana Deaths in 

.An·,.elina 'ounty vhich hac1 been asked for b-- the u. a::>. hamber of Oomrr:e rce 
e ent tive 

l.7 ~r • .Ueopold, ;the decretary was authorized to notif'y ,__1r • .Leopold 

that these records are lrn1 t ana have been for ~' a:;.rs, and that at -the 

present time tt1 er- ... are new representatives in each precinct to look 

after this matter. ·nother i tern of interest was that of Ou:Vdoor Advertising 

and .1.:~ ew faexi co 

Citizens. '.ihe secretary was authorized to investtgate and see what -plans 

this association had for pla.cin this advertisin before approving of 

the plan h the local \jhamber of t.1ommerce. nother i tern was that of securing 

office space in the nav hotel Juild ing as suggested 1)y .1..J..r. G-., A. 'e lly 

to the President, . E. L. Kurth. .ti. committee consisting of • i.a !Bnn, 

v. c. '..L
1rout and Uoke ,;.urphy vv-ere al;po inted to take this rm t.ter np and present 

at the next mgular me·.;., ting of' the 0hamber of Comme-.cce. Another i tern 

nentioned •as that of holding a district meeting for the officers of the 

various c hambe rs of commerce ocated.. around. ufkin to entertain these 

officers as guests of the Lufkin Chamber of t.Jommerce 'ith the present 

board of di:rect1111s as hosts for the invited guests. lt 1.va,s thought best 

to defer this matter until a little later d.n1-the season, when the 

P:resid.en t ~curth wonld ~Je at ho .e. JJuring the meeting ,lr. imnons of the 

Southern .tacific .Lines made some statements with refere::1Ce to assisting in 

~.,lanning :r:or shi :pin:_) a crop of early tomatos for the c omin~ ;.,.ear. vice­
f c \' fl.....S. 

r--:resident Uollmor~en made some regarding this crou and said he 

believed it ·\\iQUld 'arrant our farmers enterin, into this :proposition and 

growing at: least 80 acres or more ior next: 7ear. "''7• Collr .orgen a.lso 

stated the.t he had attended the n.ome JJemonstration .uncam=. me:nt meet in at 
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Li vin .)st on durint; the day and hao mat:1 e an fJ..ddress "before the ladies r.rhic h 

seemed to ~e a~preciated . 

~he matter 0£ planning for a colonization ~reject ~~s discussed 

quite thoroughly and it uas thought by a ma .iori ~J of those :present if 'r.Je 

coi ld secure the assit~tance of J;1r., Varland to rer resent us as a colonization 

expert that itb' v1ouJ_d be of value to otwr c anmuni ty and assist us in 
who 

settlin.:: up wany acres of tillable lands . r . led.see came in late· 
~ 

to the meeting made' some statements regardiE,g this
4

am believe it ·vo' ld be 

a good movement for the b.ar.ber of Uommerce to Yo 1'k out some plan that would 

be suitable for colonizin lands provided the exnenses vcre not "urdenson:e 
L1'-- ~ ~~ 

or that ~con J.a bG cared for through the sale of the lands . ·.L
1his was 

a very good meeting considering the hot waatl:e r . ~~·u.A>, ~.:J.I. 

j 

Copied from an original at The History Center, Diboll, Texas     www.TheHistoryCenterOnline.com     2018:001



r 

' , 
I 1 

,,. I 

.ti:EGULAR MEET lNG 031 S::H~ OHL1ill3E3 OF COivTIGRCE 
8/2(5 /28 

i_t'he regular meeting of the Ghamber of c;ornmerce was 

held here at the uhamber of vommeroe room August 23, with vice 

J:'resident Gollmorgen presiding ru1d. the following a ireot ors 

present: President E. L. Kurth came in late and took over the 

meeting at the close. m. K. Ament, v. C. Binion, c. A •. t>urke, 

K ' ! D vv G 1 ,.~ . k . -,~ . t b • v • enr.ran, • 1v1. om1, J • .;:1. liaw ,_ ins, ... • \V. Kur"' _, I.Joke 

r~nu1} hy , iv. .u. .News om, J. z. l:' e avy, .rf. TI. Sgand s, w. L. Nest. 

We also had a visitor~at the mee cing, a delegation of members 

of the methodist vhurch ·which was represented by their Minister, 

~ev, .mar ess also Dr. v·an.Nuys, ~. n. l:'arker, a.r.""ld Dr. vhilders. 

7e also had .present at this meeting mr. Eallew, representative 

of tho uounty .!!'air. ~rhe roll oall indica ted pretty full 

attendance at this meeting. The minutes of the first meeting 

of July were read and a.pp.roved. and a s there had been no meetings 

since the first meeting in July until this one there was 

considerable business to attend to which bad. piled ~1p for this 

session. :rhere were no special commi tt e re1101"ts at this time, 

but other matters of oonside:table interest ·were taken up. :rhe 

extention of the vottori .Belt .ttailroad for one was memtioned and a 

delegation to represent .uufkin at a s:pecial meeting to be held 

at Jasper, ·.rexas on the 28, was plannea. fo j· and led by xresident 

~.£. Kurth. The matter of possible railroad strike rlihat might 

occur in the western sta tes rvas brought Ul.? ana a letter r ead that 

wa s 'Writt en 'by the i:5ecretary to the vhairmo,n of J'oard of 

rn.ediation rela.tive to this matter a skinf if }!OSsi.ble the strike be 

prevented by an adjustment of the di'f:fexences vbetween the rail-

roads and the emplOJ-.,.ees. Another matter presente d 1vas that of 

the change of tra ins on the v otton _tjel t in which a pettt ion had 

been forwared to Gotton J.:5elt vfficia.ls aslring that they arrange 
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j2J'tat1t!!a}n_ to .. leal(e he r e in thv morning and return at night , (v 
t ~_, · .ne re verse of the. present service . ~:his change w>, 8 -fi'-:4;~~-rC;e 

es1Jec i.all3r in the int ere st of oux· present citizens , .r.rrs (·:.Mr . 1:i i ms 

a:hd .rdr . Pnr1 1v1r s . ~atterfield so thn,t they c ould· retain their 

r esidence in ... Juflctn . :rhe re1;ly rnade from the Gatton _Jjelt stated 

that the~r could not see their way; clear to rnB.ke this cha._Yi;:~~e as 

it would effect th:::3ir ex11ress ana mai 1 traffic and that they d i d 

not thillk it wiBe to make this c hange at this time . Anothe r 

ma t ter :presented by the i::>ecr etaxy was that of the invitation 

extended to the uddfellows association of ~ast Texas t a h old 

their next meet h1g in l.iufkin , which in vi ta.ti on has been 

a c cepted . Another important matter was tha.t of' the local air 

port Which projec t haa been star ted by the JJUfkin 1.1iOl1S v lUU 

J:ebura r y 21 , 1928 and a committe to investigate ana_ :plan for suc h 

air p or t . This c ommi t t e with vv. NL . Gle nn , tJhai r man , and tho 

following £ions took up t h is work : H. H. Kur th , A. M. Gl ass , 

lVl . c. Spivey , ;'.) . ii . 1-ienaerso:n , J . Sh o twel l, and .N . D. Shanas . 

This o ommi tt e again cons id ere d the matter under a a te o i ivia~r 29 , 

1928 at iVhich time mr. J . E . Berr.y was ·present at the club and 

mode a strtement that ho wished to co- 01?erate ·wj_th our citizens 

in carry~i1r· out tl:is nroject . The r e was no statment Jnade 1N~th 

referrence tothe amount of Hlunds that vrnuld be expende( or V;,'h O 

should pa.y this air rort eXl)ense . J.11 rJune a bill ot· $26 . 75 

was ~resented to ·~ho ~ecretary o~ ~ions ~lub whic h bill had ~een 

o . k . fr by vhairman Glenn • ..this bill wr,s paid out o:= hions 

li1UlJ ftU1d8 . Jul~l 14 ana cJUly 30 , two other bills Of ~~p39 .50 

and ·~f31. 25 r espectively nere J:1r esented and 'the lions 0 lub did 

not have funa.s sufficient to :pa3r theue items • .the bills vvere 

lJaid out o:t vhamber of vommerce money . _it the meeting on tr1is 
I 

date , August 23 , held. lJJf "tlle v hamber of vommer ce Boa r d. th~s a c t 

of the :::5ecreta r y was r a tified by a vote 01· the membe r s p r esent . 
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Another matt er that was considered was that of organizing a J 

Junior vhamber of vommerce, but agter due consiaeration itt 

seemed un,_Ylecessary to ·nlan for th.is extra orga.nizat ion as it 

would re t,uire tbe funds from the old 'vhamber of vommerce to 

ca rJ..'"'Y on this extra organization ana the ma tter was tabled. 

:rhe committee on the arrangement for new office space for the 

vhamber of vornrnerce were not yet read ~r t d repnrt • n.nother 

very important matte r that ca.me up was that of the vounty .r·air 

that is being :put on 1)y mr • ..t5alle-vv asmanager . rnr . _oallew 

stated that we was very anxious to have the citizens with him 

in this very- splendid work and he believed t mt be would have 

du·ring che five daJrs OI the fair an attendance of thirty 

five v o for.,ty five thousand people in our city. In connect ion 

\vith this project ii:: was suggested wise for some member 01 ol1r 

directory to Bign checks ~vith lVlT. ·ja.llew in handlj_ng the 

finances of the fair .0 orf~ani za ti on. in 1 ine with this , 

a. motion was m'lde to have the agricultural oommi ttee consHiting 

of w. A. vollmorg811, m. K. Ament 1 J . l.i . Gc. tes and d . ll . t·ri-ss on 

to co-onerate v1ith 1111r • .Dallew in this fair worak and the~ t mr . 

~ . ~ . miller a member of the »irectory to be authorized to 

sign checks ifu"t\th rirrr • ..uallew in handlinr~· fair finances . At the 

~lose ot the meeting the methodist representatives with ~ev. 

n:ianess speaking asked the Lihamber of vowmerce to assi1rt in the 

ent ertainment of the vonference to bo held in ~ufkin during tne 

rnon th of r~ ovember. 11'.ev. maness r equested that the solicit in:; 

of rooms anc general care of the visitors to our city be looked 

after by comrrnln:;tee s selected by the vhamber of vornmerce ~ 

this responsibilit.y and t.hat a special committee from the 

a b .J' ' ., 1+· c o-0'.'_"8TA.te Fit; h c ham be 1"' of r...i o m1~rnr c e b a D:J) }) o j_n t: e ~r G n. e .t' re s i o e L u !.:' ~ 
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special committe from .. che metlrndist ana ot~1er vhurcr:es ;;frdch 

would plan and. carr:v out tho program that woulcl be necessary 

in carh1g f o:r /: five hundred m:lnisters and visitors in our · city 

at this conference cime . 
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nEGU LAR ;,f;~·~T Hie u3 TITB CJ-I" ~.::a' :3 UF1 'JGL.~RCE 
9 /1:·"/28 

'l'he regular meetin-~ of the c1i r ector,__,:.was held at the uho,mber 

of v omrnerce room above date with J:'reside:nt ~ • .L . Kurth presiding arn the 

folloning member -0re sent or chec1rna s.s l) resent : u . .:.:.. Burke , K . W. 

Denman , uoke ivmrphy , ·w . L . West , present and R. i. Knrth , J. c. 1'rout 

checked e.s present . We also had i:)rose111h with us at this mee Lil'lg Division 

l!jngine er .t; • 1!1 
• !Vlad a ox and lVIr . ~. J • C om1 . 

The first matter of business t~ken up was that o= the extension 

of the Jetton Jjelt system to deep wate:c . This re~oort was rendered by 

· J:'resident ..D • .L . Kurth , statin;- that the meeting at Jasper vms fa t rly v1ell 

attended by a number of citizens from ura.nge and other coast towns as 

-qell as cities .rforth of us . The imp r ession se emed to be , vvhen the r ight 

time arrived. the votton J::Selt would rna1rn this extension which would be 

approved b~r al1 to.',rns on the line . The matter was left in the han ds of 

(' tho -r~ ... ler delegation to take up with the· Gatton nelt ufficials ana a 

later rneeti:ng to be held to consider the matter further . 

The special on Lhe Airport matter re~ported on b~,;· the Secretar y 

was that a p r oject of the Aeronautic Association at Shr eveport in d1ich 

they were to make a tour of the East Texas uities , with a. charge for a 

daylight stop of ~200 . 00 for each city visited, or ~500 . 00 fo~ a night 
• 

stop • .Lt was conside:I'ed thorong111-rr rJ.na decided that iJt..!vrnuld be impossible 

for .Luftin to meet the requirrnents in a financial way to carry tt1is ·y)roje c t 

Although we are greatly intere;Jted in the air1)ort deve.Lopment the ex-pense 

would be more than could be hana.1ea at this time . 

Another item was "Ghat of the :r;;rler t:roo awmllers delegation which 

were i:;o arrive in .Lufkin at 2 :15 l' • .r.r1 . on lrriday 14th . It •m.s suggested 

that all members of the dir ectors be present at the 15ana Stand in the 

~ity park to welcome these visitors . 

State .l!'air da.;y w, s also brought up as ~0ropose1 b~r ttJ:: ;jta.te 

fair manec·er th.:, STiecial da:r w .., tJO be uctober 11 Tl1 Ior Angelino. vounty 
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It vvas s8iated that thj_s date would co me in the mist of the loc ~· 1 

count~r fair ti·:e and. it would be impos~~ible fol' any g roat number of our 

citizens to attend on this account . 

:r:he next 'important matter 1Nas that on the i:5tate nighwa;ys 

lead ine thrOUfth .Lufkin iio . 35 and 40 . l!inginee r maa dox sta tecl th·~l t lrn 

vn~.s right up to the 11oin"'G ·where it V'iO uld be absolute necessary :for the 

1A.ngelina Uount~r citizens to set the fences bnck on the right-of-wa~r 

South to·,r::;..n:1 Houston esrieciall:,r tlnd also N.O..,. 40. lerd.i1~~ to Beaumont . 

He also stnted that the Hi;:::h~vay north to-1\lard Alto and Jac1csonville rto . 

40 should bo fiven a ttention as the right-of-vniy could be secured cheaper 

now tna.n in t ie future . JJirecto1" west mac1e some statment>;.J on this 
\ 

rG r;ht-o :~ -vnw matter ana sta.teJ thDt they had aone eve:r~1thing :possible 

as a committee to secure the right-of - way on both of these lines anc1 

that ti.is oommi ttee ho.d been before the count~y cocmlisc ioners askin~· fOl" 

tlle wid enin·:::_r: of the right-o:f;-way .and setting bacl: of -r::no fences and were 

told by the court what t118~T nad no mono;{ -r:o iJe usecl for this 1-JUrpose. 

mr. D. J . 0onn who was -p resGnL- at ·this mocti11~; stated tr~<t t he had between 

three ana rou1"' mi le s on Hi~h~vay xW .. ~:5 in w hiu 11 he w-=1 s per :ee c ~ ly wi 1 ling 

to give the right-of-way providing the fence could be moved baclcvvi thout 

expense to him in as much as the county in all other cesos had mo ved 

the fences , he thought that it was no more tha.n right that he shoul-d 

be treated ac: the other lane holders. It wa.s dmsclosea th~t it uould 

c ,st a-oov.t (;?150 . ;JO to' move the fe•1ce on this Conn tract and on rnot ion 

".vc~s -:Ttp,ra:r:J.tedl b~r the lih~nnbor of v Jmnerce to cov:;r the eirnense of moving 

this linJ of fencin~ . This guarantee 1ims with the Ullderst~i.nd ing that 

the rN;; tter ·\0JJv_l 1Je b:rou~·[1t up ·1·0 the court by a committee consisting 

of ·r:\ L . Ku:rth J)irector 7lest th:::it we would ex ··e ct a refun~ of this amount 

to tho LJha.rnlJer of vomr1 erce as 1.t was a county nattr:'.3r and. not a part of 

the vham'. ,er of Uomrnerce expemlitures to paJr fo.c the widenin,::· of the 

highwa~r of ouT couty . 'l'he ~~eneral feelin~ amonc hhe directors vraa that 
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·9romrt '~.ction shouliJ 1)e to~:on in all our highway wore};: o,nd th2.t tLe , __ rea.t 

.. '.:1orth .':iJJd ;:;south State Highways throu:-:h Angelina count:r would soon lJe 

pr;.t in fii-·st cl.:· s s c 0·11d j t ion. 

rl'he rr;.J,tter of the Count""T 1!1aL: was mentioned and 1V1<3.11ager .Ballevv 

and uou 1ty ~ [2'ent .La Gro··ne stat in;- tht?.t tho7 ··ould need some helJ! in 

:.v1vertisi:iY~ and organizing the eo:··-:rnittees throughout the count~r and to 

:bnd.uce them to orine in the v·1rious exhibits that might be assembled. in 

the various community cente.L·s. l t was thought best for some lna ividual 

or two who 1;1ou1a give their time to this work and have them visit the 

various communities meet ins:: with the local commi tteoa to encourave them 

in pre~)ari:::.r their exhlbits for tr.e county Fair . 

Another item mentioned was t ha.t of tho transportation from 

a.ovm tovm to the fair grom1ds •. manager He.llew stated tha.t the 25....1 c'nr ·e 

would 1Je Gxoessive for 1.rhe short drive of ten or twelve blocks ride over 

our paved streets and it was suggested that a round trip should be made 

for 25·' the tickets to be good until used . These matters were lsft vvith 

manager ::sallev1 and ... ll ... gent La Grome together with the cornmi ttee to work 

out 8.1''"- repnrt a )jlan that 1 .. ould. be satisfactor~r ana to :present the s '1118 

to t: h·-: di re ct ors at the next regular mee tinP: . 

Tne next matter rnentioned vms that of establishii-ig of on vld 

u.:cpho.ns i.lone. ThiB :r_)ro.ject was presented b~r a colored man from 

_ JefferSOi1 , Texas· 1.vho had the endorsement of l'v1r. ~1.1em.ple~· of the Southern 

l:'ine Lumber vompan~/ end .r:ir. Gilbert of the same com19any, .r:1r . Lon ...-L. Smith 

member of the :-3tat0 ·Ra~lway cormnissioner and other 1:1exas citizens . '.l'his 

project was referred to Director Denman to investigate and to re·oar t if the 

project coula be located on the F~rounds recently purchased bythe local 

CJolored <.n"~pnan Horne just .rrnrth of tov-n or some oth8r place suitable . 

At tho close of the session Mr. Shackford of ~asper presented 

plans for the general advertising of East Texas covorin,..:. so.ie fifty or 

more courrt~rs asking· that the various uhamoor of' 1.;ommerce in these conntys 
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takJ a page add each tn h1s rnaga.zine which was to be issued earl~v next 

year. At a charge of J:l00 . 00 a -_1age . J:resident E . L. Ku:cth stated tho.t; 

theLo matters shonld be actea on by the ·1ublicit~r committee who had 

investigated these matters and. pa·ssed on the project before de finite 

actib.n be taken. 

:rhis meeti11g v-rnuld have l)oen more lar.~::rel;.'.r attended by th; 

directors had there not been a more imi_)ortant meeting lheld in one of 

the private homes in the city where l'ilr . J . H. Kurth Jr . of Louisiana 

was a guest . 
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Special meeting of the committee appointed for the 

purpose of investigatang the posmiblity of taking over the 

Retail _(.. 1erchant Assoication plant of Lufkin and connect it 

up with the Chamber of Comma ce work for the city and county. 

This matter had been brought to the attention of the 

Secretary by Mr. Fortenbery from Woodville, ~exas who 

of the records and office fixtures from the present ovmer. 

!t was stated by Mr. Fortenbery he had offered ~1000 

for the plant as it stands and he purposed if it will .be agree­

able to the directors of the Cham i.ler of wo .-.merce to conduct 

his office with the Chamber of Commerce and operate the two 

projects to-gether. 

Directors R. w. Kurt h, c. A. Burke, W. D. Newsom, 

J. E. Peavy and R. N. Miller talked ove r the matter and decided 

that it would not be wise for the Chamber of Commer ce to make 

a combination of these ~vo organizations in as muoh as it 

might cause dissatisfaction among the farmers and other 

citizens of the county when reports of credit standing on 

t .he collection of unpaid checks or debts was undertaken as 

coming from the Chamber of vommerce of f ice· and . the decision 

wa s by this committee that it would not be best for the 

Chamber of Commerce to encourage this soxt of united forcea 

if the plant was to be owned by an outside party. 
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; ~ . ·: 

THE REGULAR TvIEETING OF THE CHAivIBER OF COMMERCE BOARD 
9/27/28 

The regular meeting of the Chamber of Commerce directors 

was held the above date and with president E. L. Kurth presiding and 

the following members present: Oollmorgen, Cates, Denman, Glenn, Peavy, 

Burke, Hawkins, And Murphy. 

The foll1!1Wing line of business was taken up. With 

referrence to securing a Band director for our city. The Secretar~ 

sta ted that there were four applicants for this p osition and that the 

superintendent of the school, Coston, had requested that some action 

be taken to secure a band director who uould teach both the orchestra 

and brass music. After considering the matter the board thought wise 

to refer this w~tter to a committee for special attention and president 

Kurth appointed I. A. Coston and c. A. Burke as such a committee to take 

up this matter and secure if posible e the band director that was required. 

The next item considered. was that of the contest being 

put on by the local Fire Departement in the interest of preventing fires 

in our city. This contest to be entered into by the variousschools. 

Prizes offered for the best essays and various posters illustrating the 

prevention of fires in our communtty. The contest to be carried on at 

the county fair and the aw~rds to be made by a special committee of 

judges selected from the citizens. It was suggested by president Kurth 

that the Keltys and Long~Bell school be included among the contestants 

and that the Secretary was authorized to notify pro Grissom of the 

additional schools contesting. 

Another item considered was that of establishing the 

Ex-Slave Confeierate Home at this point. Director Denman presented the 

matter before the board stating that this instution desired to locate 

near Lufkin coming here from Jefferson, Texas and that certain parties 

had offered to purchase 10 acres of land as a home for the oldcolored 

people. After considerable discussion in which it was decided that 
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se~eral thouryht it might becorre a burden to our community and -

practically all the board voted against the removal of the instution 

to Lufkin. 

Another matter considered was that of moving the Chamber 

of Commerce office to the new hotel building. Chiarman Glenn of the 

special committee considering the matter stated that he had some 

conversation wmth Mr. Fetty manager of the hotel and that it was under 

stood that the Chamber of Commerce was to occltIJy one of the new rooms 

which being completed. On motion of director Glenn supported by 

director Hawkins a practically unanimous vote was ~aken for the moving 
w:t' 

the new quarters. 

Another item mentioned was that of the farm meeting held 

during the week and the banquet given the group of farmers and visitors 

in which it was found that 42 farmers were present at the luncheon 

besides the other visitors. At this meeting an action was ta.ken as 

suggested by our county agent Mr. La Grome agricultural agent tha t the 

Chamber of' Commerce sup·o ly special Winter Pasture seed for 10 acres of 

ground to be distributed over the county in one acre plots. 'l'his seed 

to be paid for by the Chamber of Commerce and given free to the farmers 

using it. A list of farmers as taken from t?ose present who would agree 

to plant the seed for demonstration purposes the cost of seed which 

would be in the neighborhood of ~75.00 for the 10 acres to be fnrnished 

by the Chamber of Commerce was authorized by the Cha mber of Commerce 

by a vote .of the directors present. 

The next item wasthat of highway matters in which it 

was discovered. that no special ·progress had been made in th-is matter 

but that the highway widening of right-of- ay would be probQbley finished 

as soon as the cotton picking was over. 

A request was p=tesentea by Secret ,ry from Kenneth Hoskins 

representative of the Franklin Life Insurance Company who stated that 

th Cl.·ty.. in December about sixty r he would have as guests in e 
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representative " men from various states at a conference to be held in 

Lufkin and askea that the Chamber of Commerce appoint a committee to 

extend a welcome to these visitors. President Kurth stated that the 

entertainment committee would act as hosts and give this matter attention. 

Another item in this line wa s :presented by President 

Kurth who stated that the purchasing agents in T~xas and adjoining 

states were to have a meeting in Lufkin at an early date and. desired 

the directors to extend a welcome to them but without any expense to 

~he Chamber of Commerce. Also the announcment wa s made that the ~asper 

Good Willers would be in our city on Friday the 28th and director Glenn 

requested that as much as attention as possible be given to these 

visitors at this ti rr.e. President Kurth stated thay the best thing tha t 

could be done for them would be to invite them to the football game which 

would be 011 at this time. It was su~gested. the Secretary was authorized 

to call the secretary at Jasper and extend an invitation to visit the 

football ground and enjoy t he game on their arrival. 

Another entertainment was that of t .a presidiDg Elders 

during the Methodist Conference should be entettained at the Hotel. 

President Kurth stated that this matter would be looked after and 

resevation made. 

The fair proposition was not considered as there was no 

one to present it at this time. 

One of the Directors asked about the gas situation and 

director Hawkins made some statements with referrence to this proposition 

stating that the Dixie Gas representativeg would meet with the city 

cowmissioners at their next meeting on Tuesday of next week to go over 

this gas proposition with the idea of taking over the mains already 

and supply our city with gas. 

Another matter mentioned presentea by a director Collmorgen 

was that of securing the cost of Lime Rock for fertilizer purposes and 
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the secretary was authorized to correspond with the lime manufactures 

in the state securing the best prices and rate for delivery of this 

comodity at Lufkin. 

Another item mentioned by President Kurth was that of a 

special discount being offered to customers purchasing goods in the 

neighboring city of Nacogdoches. He stated that on the purchase of 

certain amounts by Lufkin customers from the merchants of Nacogdoches 

a 10 per cent discount was granted on the purchase. This was though 

to be a very unfair way of treatin8 the merchants of Lufkin ana in 

order to discover the facts in this case and to prevent the 

continuation of this underhanded work the following committee was 

appointed to make invesgitations: Directors Collmorgen, Peavy and 

Glenn and report at the next meeting. 
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p~esented the plan securing of funds by taxations .hich it was agreed 

olJIJld be a v.rise way_ .JP. .~hana+ing tI:i~s rm tter. The final decision of the 

matter was left in the hands of the reguaar committee, Burke and Coston, 

to make a report on the advisibility on this plan a nd to secure the 

director desired. 

Another item t ~ken up was an a mendment to the constttution 

relative to the Homestead Law as it effects improvements in the city of 
'U:, 

states. This matter was a ecided would be left to Director IL -· • Denman 
"--

vho w~ s not present at this meeting • 

... ti.not her i tern considered was that of the office removal 

and some e quipment for furnishing the ne~;v office. Director 1 fest 

_ubmitted some prices on furnitute which wiilil be req uired.and in 

connection ·ith the expenditures the finace committee was authorixed to 

act with the Secretary in se lee ting the. necessary extra furniture. The 

lease submitted b~ the Angelina Hotel Company covering a preriod of 14 

months from November first 1928 was authorized signed and accepted by the 

Chamber of Commerce di rectors. 

Bills covering the seed p nrchased for ~linter Pasture in 

ngelina County amountin~ ~o about 11 50. JO one third of ~mich was to be 

paid by the. ~I.1exas Power and Light Company. This ·rns authorized to be 

paid by the Secretary also a bill of ~3b .OO for post cards which had been 

purchased for advertising purpose. 

The rnatter of the special precentage ·.hibh -as stated as: 

being offered by the Naco:'.)'doche'"' merc hants was mentioned bp:t no action 

1as taken regarding it a s no committee members connected with this matter 
IA}..t..f..I.. 
~:pre ent. 

.Another item mentioned b:r Pre::,,ident E. L. Kurth r1c i s that 

of ha ving a brid ce constructed across the An~elina River near ~Yving 

A.libo ing the San Augustine trade t.o come direct to Lufkin rather than by 

the way of Nacogdoches. No action waD taken on this project <t 

this time. 
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_. TEE REGULAR MEETHfil 0], THE CHi.MBER OF CO:NIMERCE 
10/25 /28 

The last meeting to be held in the old Chamber of Commerce room on 

North 1st street was h ld bove date. There ~ere "Qresent at thaa n:eeting 

lat Vice President W. A. Collmo~gen and the following directors: w. c. 
Binion, W. M. Glenn, J. W. Ha kins, Coka Murphy , w. L. West, s. w. 
Henderson, R. w. Kurth, and c. A. Bnrke. 

Among the special fa·atures considered t this meeting were the follow­

ing: a prize given the East Texas Chamber of Commerce members b .~ the 

Tyler Business College having a value of ~100.00 which scholarship was 

to be presented to ome one sale cted by the bo rd of the Chamber of commerce 

This matter w s c onsi dared and it was thought wise to lay it on the table 

to be considered at some future date. 

A il.etter was presented by the Secretary, requesting th t we select 

from this senat ori 1 district orre one t o a ct s a member of the ad visary 

commit tee to the tate Highway Commission. The following committee w a 

ppointed b~r the Vice President Collorrrgen to co-operate with other 

citizens of this senatorial district to make a seJAotion for this pecial 

committee. Glenn., Murphy , and Binion a.a the commit tee appointed to a ist 

in the selection of this representative. 

brief fin ncial report as given by the Secretary on the recent 

fire prevention contest ntered into by t he schoola of Lufkin and vicinity. 

The contest ho ad· there lbad been 24 contestants in tre various essays 
-

and postem fumished and that the total expense incurred was $89.50 of 

which $75.50 w s p id through the Lufkin Chamber of Commerce and insurance 

agency. While Ke ltys paid $14. 00 on the . premium for these essays. 

Another repo;rt male by the Secreta:cy as the expense incurred in 

securing seed fo~ Winter Pasture for demonstration plots in Angelina County 

the whole expense incurred for 15 acres being $153.25 of whieh $51.08 we 

had been promised by the Texas Power ana Li ~·ht Company making a net 
.. 

expense to the Cham·ber of Commerce of ~102.17 for 1:he 10 acres furnished 

by the Chamber of Commerce. 
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/; ,. 
.Another m tter of interest presented b:r the Secretary was the expense 

incurred for ne furniture fort he n01iv office room amounting to $174. 60 

which had bean approved by the finance commit a e. 

Directors Burke made some statements with reference to securing 

local band director. He stated that the comlDl.ttee had decided to retain 

lVlr. Lou Smith. As Ivir. Grayson, who a.pp aed before recent meeting of 

the Charnoor of Commerce, had incurred a considerable expense in coming to 

Lufkin, The committee had allowed him 25.00 on his expense hich he had 

incurred in coming. 

other item of interest was th t of the entertainment of the "ltib 

boys and girls during one day at the fair. A statement as presented of 

this expense vmich had been paid by 1.he Ch mber and resulted in 1he sum 

of $121/70 for food and drinks while $65. 70 was paid to the Lo~s Showa 

for entertainment making a total of $187 .40 which was pa id for the benefit 

of the club boys and girls of .Angelina County t th is ti me. 

Another report ~endered by the Secretary as the cash receipts of the 

fair in which it was shown that a total of 2203.75 was haniiid by· the :fair 

ssooiation through the Secretary and tilat 2053.15 had been paid out leav­

ing a balance of 150. 60 in the fair fund. 

The highway proposition on No. 40 was :presented and it was disclosed 

that a srrell strip of territory at Zavall was blocking the hi@lway force 

and engineer Maadox asked that s:>me help be given this. A rough sketch 

map showing that three or four acres of land was involved am fter dis­

cussion a commit tee con is ting of Directors Hawkins who would select his 

onn assistants to investigate this and plan to release this right-of-way 

so thet t Lis highvray could be completQd at Zavalla/ Another highway rnat·c.o 

considered was th t OJ. cne Angelina River Bridge road in to s n ugustine 

and J;Tacogdoches Counties, which as deferred to a later date for attention. 
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EGULi R L..J:::Tn G O" .LHE c~ 1~3.i.JB 
11/8/28 

/ 

I 
! 

The regular meeting of the Chamber of Cor.nmerce director 

~s held at the ne\ chamber of Commerce rooms above date itl... fir,!:: 

vice pi e.;ia ent Coll iorgen 1re id ·ng. The roll call ii.ldica ted a very 

· ood attendance fort he firs+ meetin~ at the Hotel bui.ldin and the 

following lines of busine \ras transacted. 

report on the sn ecial cornmi ttee arrnointed to inve~ t.i' te 

the;:., ecuri11P' of the righ t-of-wq"" at Zavalla ~ Q c .... lled for but 

Director Ha rlcins not being pr ent t e rna.tter w · eenerally consi ered 

bya fe of thf:? rr.embers present including a "e·,itor~:r. J .. ~. 7alker 

Count.I Co~mi s ion er hh T present at .. is .. eet ing. He ste:ted t'at 

he had been securil1 some right-of-.ay 8D 5 a .... t 1 . t the lO k J IV 

comin.o- along nicely. He entioned a e r pa tie::: 1.1110 objected to the 
\ 

11 idening Of the hi 'h ray an among t;_._ m e l~ I. r. ber 't§orr.o :L 

Lr. Dick arner and anot .... er ho had r. t been seen -_r . lbe" y, but it 

-r t 10ught that the art· es could be handled by some ot_ ... e members Of 

th oar t o.t had some infltmce 'Ji th ~em. 

It ~a al 0 a e y ir ct or le t a specL::i.l m i 

t e r g· t-of-. .:J . uuld .ee the countJ cort regarding t e handli11g Of 

some of ·t hnse tracts tl:at had t been r fu ea the committee an re ort 

1 0 ld b made by the comm· tee at a.not ler meeting. 

t L. r hi gh·11 y n t t r o f . uc i or t nc e t' Of 

.i:!.il ·elin u 1t .. - bridgin the iv er u t ~, .. · n ~ n .. i ng a di r.., ,. t 1 in e 

bet een ... Tac d ch'"'S c1.rnnt··, Jn_ u stine county and ufkin. Thi8 

matt - i the hand of .1/T'r. lalker and ~. Rend er son of !'Jing .... o 

.ritten re_?ort st tin0 th t the exnense of briaging the river 

at tha l-: poin so ::..ar a lumber u lies ro ld b su: ~lied b~,. _ ngelina 

Hard. ood orr. any and that· tl:e resident in evIJ u u tin ount: \ o uld 

be d.liL j to :place i.. ie "'iling and tember in constructio 1 of this brid o. 

Col.issi ner .alker st ~eat~ ta brid e 100 ·eet in len~th had been 

order d for t~is urpose a~d it qould rc~u:r owo r:cone~"' t 0 a 0 the 
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co·1 tr ction ~orlr: .,..'l.d lu~e t'1e brid-e i · 08it.:on. 4fter thorough 

conJ id era ti on of th0 m tter Vice ~res ide11t C 0111 .or · n appointed the 

follo rina- cornmittee to as1..1ist in :planning and finding t~e rm.terials 

to place the b ... id 7 e at the de sir Directors Murphy, Denman , 

and Glas),.j .ho il ere to take active char6 of :.1.e reject and plan ii:s 

comp le ti on. 
11other matt er of interest rel) or tea 'IJ as t ·t of the 

discovering of a 'Bentoni te' deposit ne r Lu:;-... :in rhic 1 is s id to be of 

considerable value. Count ent La Grone, .::o "B.o re ·ent , aid :1e 

.ro.41 t ii t \Secure a sample of this for ananalysis ru d report. 

Otaer items mentioned ere that of the Ma onite• 

plant \1hich is lll1der the consideration of President • -:.,. Kurth , for the 

purpose of a ing waste mat rial from the mills in this locali y. 

,,...----- ----------: not her item , ras that of the Home ])emosnsta t :ion fent 

/ of ~bich Director Denman is chairman of the committe oc:mi: would give 

this ni..atter attention at an early d te in order if p ssible to secure 

a · ome Demon tration Agent for ... ngelina County for a ne year. 

The l!Ounty fc ... j.r :project was also brought up and after 

considering t ... e rr..a tt~r it was decided t bat it v:as a good reuerat ion week 

for· 'the county neoule and a good get together for all classes of 

industires aa far~ing operations and th t in a general ~~ it is a 

good thing to have a county fair as handled in the ~ast year. On 

motion of director Denman ar:d supported by director Burke the directors 

decided that it Jould be wise to atte pt to put on ntther county fair 

during the caning year. County gent La Graone and Vice President 

Collmorgen stated that it 1as time no r to start perparations for a 

aair for 19.29. 

Anothe_ matter presented \as that of the annual 

election of directors that would come in December • committee ·vras 

appointed to select candidates to be elected at the first meeting in 
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December. This Committee consists of K. W. Denman, Chairman, with 

N. R. Miller and W. L. West ass-0ciated who will report at the next 

meeting of the Directors a list of candidates for directors for the 

ensuing ye~. r from this list 13 to be elected to act as Directors 

for two years from January 1, 1929. 

Suggestions were asked for by the Secretary for 

our front windows, and it was de~ided taat signs should be placed on 

the windows to advise the public of the location of the Chamber 

of Commerce office. Also that the County Agent and Home Demonstr~tion 

AgBnt might be mention :d also. 
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THE REGUL.aR r,p;ETIHG OF THE CHAMBER OF COM:!-.1ERCE BOARD 
11/22/28 

The regular meeting of the Chamber of Cowmerce Directors was held 

at the Chamber of Comn:.erce room in the Angelina Hotel above date with 

the fo~lowing directors present: w. c. Binion, c. A. Burk~, w. M. Glenn 

J. H. Gibson, E. L. Kurth, N. D. Shands, w. L. West, v. R. Smitham. 

After roll call the regualr line of ·business was i.a.ken up covering 

reports of committees. The one having the HiBhway project in charge, 

Director West, reported that a large portion of the necessary real-estate 

to widen highway No. 35 had been secured a.11d th at it would not seem · 

necessary to take legal action to secure all that was required foF this 

road. On highway No. 40 the committee of which Director Hawkins was 

chairrran was absent and no report was made. i'li th respect to the Ewing 

Biidge proposition President E. L. Kurth s.t2ted that this matter as all 

planned and that the bridge would be constructed in due time. 

he ne xt matter considered was that of securing a Home Demonstration 

Agent for Angelina County. It was sta.ted by the ~acretary that Miss 

Blodgett, District Home Demonstration gent, was in the city at this time 

and desired to have some definite assurance that the county funds would 

be appropriated to pay salaries beginning Hanuary 1, 1929. The action 

of the bo a.rd wast htit the guarantee of the Chamber of Commerce Officers 

would stand until the proper appropriation had b :::en melde b:1 the county 

court. It vvas ' remarked by several present that there would be no doubt 

about the appropriation when the new court came into power • 

.Another item of considerable interest alon g the industrial line ~as 

that of the t'Masoni te" Plant. A factory in tended to use all the waste 

materials ,from our saw mills. President Kurth st a ted that this wo uld be 

a s:pl~did industry for this locality, if it -a-ould be secured for 

Lufkin. 

Another item mentioned was Ci vie Improvements in the way of planting 

shurbs and flowers in the yards and t he parks of our city, under the 

direction of a land seape gardener who offered to come to Lufkin from 

Houston for this purpose. 
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.lilso mention was made of the poultry l,ecturs, which Dr. LeGear of ~ 
St. Louis was to give on Saturday following thi:-s meeting. 

The possible increase of commodity rates throughout East Texas w~s 

rrentioned. Also the change of the Radio Station at Beaumont from a five 

hundered watt to a five thousand watt station. 

We had present at this meeting Mr. Ross and Mr. Tackan representing 

the Colonial Building and Loan Association ~f Dallas. These gentlemen 

asked a letter of endorsement from the Chamber of Commerce relative to 

their organization whi.ch on careful consideration by the Boa.rd and the 

appointing of a special c ommittee to consider the matter reported tm t 

they did not consider it wise to give endorsements of this kind by the 

Chamber of Commerce and especially since they had refused to approve by 

letter of other associations of this kind in the city. But there would 

not be any objections to their doing business here on the same bases of 

the other Building Loan Associations. 

Another rm. tter considered was the report of the Nominating committee 

who nnde up a list of candidates from which 13 directors would be elected 

for the ensuing two years beginning January 1, 1929. Copies af this 

ballot to be sent ottt to all paying n:embers of the Chamber of Connnerce 

and to be voted on before the next regular meeting which was to occur 

December 12, 1928, a:t hich ti rJ.e the ballots would he counted and · the 

election announced. A list of the candid~tes is herewith attached. 

Another item considered at quite a late date was tha t of the perpar­

ing of some trade letters to encourage the peop le to trade with the home 

mercha nts instead. of spending their money with out of town merchants. 

Motion was made by Director Shands that such letters be perpared by 

- Directors West and Denman for publi~ation. 
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TFB BEGUL.AB 1J2ETIHG OF ::Cl-I~ CH_U.2, R CJ? C01 .. k~:ROE DIR:~C11 0R:> 
J)e c. 13, 19 28 

Tl:e regular meeting· of the Cha.mber of Comrne rce Directors was held 

t the Chamber of Commerce room, above date v.rith :President E. L. ICurth 

presideing and the follo·vct.ng directors present: H. Y . _ ment , N. a. Binion 

.K. W. :Jenrnan, S. . • Henderson , E •. L . Kurth, Coke 1.~urphy , V. D. l: e ;rsom, 

J. E. Peavy, N. D. Shand s , • '. Trout • 

ihe minutes of the former meeting :as read and approved and the 

regular program for the meeting was taken up. The princpal matters of 

i:tit9 rest that ~ra.s considerod was that of c ounting the oallots of tho 

election for 13 new directors for the ensuing 2 years . The committ ~e of 

tellers, Directors Denman , Trout, Murphy , :Ienderson and lfowaom counted the 

ballots lBr He\.r Directors for the ensuing two yea.rs and an..riounced the 

follo·vi:1g result: R. V. 7 urth , W. ~ ... Collmorge:!2, B. L. Zeagler, • c. 

Binion, c. A. Burke , • ·,v. nend arson, ... . -.1 . Glass, • D. Newsom, C. B. 
, 

Richardson, .Marcus Gipson, John A Butler , Gary 'i . Eaves , -vr. K . ment. 

1hirteen mem·Ders to continue in office for two yearw from ,January 1st, 

1S29.· The 12 hold over Directors to malrn U1) the complete Board for the 

next ;,rec:.r are : I . • Cost on, ~. • Denni.an , \ • I.I . Glenn , J. • Gi~s on, 

Dr. • 'V . Hawlcins, N. R. ¥Liller, ~ • .u. Kurth, - ~ 
J. '' J?eagy, H. T. noehl, 

M. D. Shands, 

alker and V. 

• C. Trout, '. L. de st. The S-.f ecial members :fiI vat son-

mitham to rema.in on the 3oa.rd as efore, making a total 

Directory of 27 membeLS . 

By unamimous action o:f the Boci.rd. the sum of ~~150 . 00 ·as refunded to 

President • • Kurth being one-half the Hote l expense incurred in entertain-

ing the 1.~ethodist Conference in \_ ur city recently. 'J.1his amount of ?,150 . JO 

it \ID..s thought ·1as. a reasonable amount fort he Chamber of Cotmnerce to re-

:pay to ·-r. I~urth , who had settled the entire account. 

no the r rr.at te1 considered vms that of hold in the next reguJE~ r meeting 

of the irectors ~t the Bonner Hotel with a dinner served to the Directors 

and a few of their friends . 11his meeting to include all the old memner .... 

as well as those recently el ectea sn a to be he ld at the Bonner Hotel at 
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7 o'clock ecember 27, at which time the election of officers fort he 

ensuing year -r1ou ld be apart of the pr ograrn. At this final meeting 

of the Chamoor of Commerce it 'Vvas suggested that each of the cornmi ttees 

that have been working with the Chambe r of Commerce during the past year 

be as1ced to render a brief report of the vrnrk accomplished b:1 their 

group of Dir ... cto rs. 

The Committee having chc rge of securing of a Hoi1e Demonstration Agent 

for Angelina County st,_ .. tea the.:.. t the present court were not in harmony 

vi th the matter and the securing of an agent would have to hold over 

ru1til the n evJ court January 1st had taken charge of the Count:r work . 

list of the unpaid dues to the Chamber of Corrn:r.erce was :presented 

by the Becreta rJ and read by President Kurth end it was dee id ed that 

l•r . Kurth would viri te a personal letter to eeJch of them and. endavo:r to 

secure the m1 aid i terns before the end of the :present year . 
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THE· ]1I.i.1 L Ivl~~ETING O:B1 THE DIRECTCJR OIP T'"tl~ CH 1\.I.IB.~R O:B1 COL ~EEC_.~ 
12 /2'7 /28 

The last meeting of the yes,r 1928 of· the Lufkin Chamber of Commerce 

Directors 11ms held. at the Bonn·er Hotel aoove date at 7 :30 P. hi.e il1ith 

President E. L. Kurth :presidin:: and the folloV1.d.ng new and old Directors 

present. Three of the four new D:i.rectors were present: Mr. John • Butler, 

JVI.r. Il/Iarcus Gipson, 1'.'.lr. C. B. Richards on; Gary Eaves was not present as 

he was ill at this time. The old Directors present were: C. ·• Burke, 

v. • Collmorgen, • W. Henderson, R. V. Kurth, U. R. Miller, Coke, 

1.urphy, J. E. Peavy, N. ]) "hands, and Watson-Vlallrnr. Besides our 

Directors ~'e has as guests lir. J. H. Kurth, Mr. G. A. Kelle;r, aro.d •-'I'. 

G8o. ~-i. _1 n .. erison and .... .I'. D. W. Thomuson: 1'hese .Jirectors and gu.:rnts 

were called tosetb-'.lr in the dinning rvom of the Bonner Hotel 11.There a 

s~plend ia diurnr was served by Director hurphy. '..Lhe only regret being that 

we a id not have more o I' our Dire ct ors pre sent • 

.After dinner :fow:towed the introduction ·of the guests and new 

T" ..LJirectors and the reading of the minutes of the Ja st regualr meeting. 

President ~. L. Kurth then na de some statements regarding the final meet in~ 

and the HOrk of the organization and hoped plans could be made th~ t HOuld 

impDove the general work for the caning year and tha.t the nev.' year will 

be the best ·re have ev -)r had. 

]iollo :-1ing these remarks re ?Orts were ca_led for from the various 

commit tees where the chairman of the committees pere 11resent. Tm t of tte 

membership, chairman K. W. :Denman was not present and no report was remdered. 

The financial re"Qort, Mr. R. W. Kurth chairman reported that the present 

financial conditions were good and that the future looked bright for E.mother 

successful year. Mr. B. L. Zeagler chairman of the Industrial comrni ttee 

· ~!as absent and far. Kurth stated that a number of industrial plan ts and 

enterprises had been ms:«a: ur1de r co,isideration and that a considerable 

time and intiarest had been given in encouraging our present hbme industrie.s 

and others who might be interested in locating here. The comrri ttee on 

Civic improverrents, Dr. Hawkins chairir.an was not reported as DL ector 
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J:Ia·1:ins was absent. The Agricultural committee chairrr.an H ..... 

Collmorgen made a very good report on the amount of v1ork that had been 

done by his corrunittee, s-·1ecially in the dairy line in which the Chamber 

of ""'ornmerce nad invested y900 .00 for the urpose of bettering the dairy 

stock of the count,7. He also stated that the -qrospec ts for the future 

we, re ve xy bri ~ht ard JMu. 0 t East Texas general ls s1)e aking was in the front 

ranks oi the general activities and probably leading tlhl. most of the 

agricultural lines undertaken in Angelina County. Entertainment committee 

l\r. A. i{ . Glass was not ·oresent bp:t a statement was rendered from the . 
ecretarys book. .An ex11ense of something like .'250 . JO for the puI"""_pose 

of entertainin,; several grou1rn of visitors in our city during the pa.st 

year. Publicity committee c. Binion \VUS not i)resont and no re-oo rt was 

rendere d . fo it her was ~7 . L. West on t ne high·way corrnni tte e. 

Fol loving these reports the Je ere tary gave a list of the attendance 

on the regualr rm otings of the Chambzer for the past year, indicating the 

number of tinBs that each Director had been :yresent . 11his record showe ~ 

that ·Director Burke had the hiehest record of 22 meetings, then ·.v. c. 

Binion with 19 and. Directors Collmor~:en, JJenman, and Hawkins witti. -'"' .. the 

next highest sco·re ~1ith '16 t·imes present ·, fO~lowed b"'" Directors Vest , 

:Murph-- , witt 14 meetine-s to their credit, the others including President 

Yurth ra1i from 13 on do'Vm to one me.ting. .A.ltogether the record was very 

~ood and a credit to the Di:rectom . The 'ecretary also requested trnt the 

needs of tll ... of fice to make it more comnlete uould be asorne large pictures 

of our industries om our cit~ ancl county, also another rung, a c abinet for 

stationery and five or six dozen fodding chairs. With this additional 

fumi ture the office would be a ve 'J:iJ well equi:oped for the general work 

. of the or.;anization. 11he secretary also made a brief finacial statement 

copy attached. 

The nominating s-peach was really mL .. de n~ t Le former President s. 

M. l..i.orris of Longviei.v, ·who stated in a letter to the Secretary, I 

presume, of couirwie, that Earnest Kurth v.ri 11 be ro-e loc tea as Pres id en t of 
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Ch mber, for no better man could be secured, in fact arnest ms been 
,. .. 

a great help to Lufkin and Angelina County." 

Then follo d the ·election of officers, 1hich resulted as follo 

• E. L. Kurth re-elected as President, Mr.· • A. Collmorgen 1st Vice 

President, Hr. c. . Burke 2nd Vice President, Jr. N. R. IViiller treasure, 

and • C. Hall ecretary-Manager. 

Another action matter presented by the Secretary was that of arrang­

ing for the Annual meeting, which on motion of the board was postponed 

until Janu ry 17 instead of Januar r 10 which would be the regualr meeting 

tiae. A committee consisting of Directors N. D. Shands, Chairman, John 

Butler, Simon W. Henderson, v,ere appointed as a corrnr.ittee to have ch ge 

ofs eouring a place, establishing the price per plate, and disposing of 

the tickets necessary to cover the expense that would be incurred. Another 

committee on program consisting of R. v. Kurth, Chairman, and Directors 

Burke and Richardson were to arrange the entertainment fort heevening. 

President E.· L. Kurth stated. that hew ould be glad to be of help in aecurin 

the an eakers fort he occasion. Aft0r the plans had been rm.de for this 

nnual ln3eting the oecretary asked suggestions for making collection for 

. the 1st _uarter dues and action of the board was that the same rate 

as in the past would be considered .a s the correct amount to co lleot 1K'11Db. 

from the ind :hviduel members and a committee oonaiatinf" of the finance 

corrmittee vhich R. w. Kurth as chairman should put a notice in the paper 

advising the members of the action of the board with referrence to the 

collection for next .. ear. 
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REPORT v3CT'Y 12/2~/28 

MEMBERSHIP 

11:em bera paid in :ruill 

.1-V.Lem bers IR id Part 

Members JR id none 

SUBS CR I P TJ: ON 

Paid by 202 Menibe rs 

Paid by 52 " part 

Paid by 23 " none 

TOTAL RECEIPT S 

Cancelled 'and uncollected 

Loss on ..tiirst Qua.rte r ub. 

23 members no paymEll'. ts 

uncollet~d a lance 

Sent Statements 12/22/28 

Special Letters 

TOTAL 

202 

52 

23 

TOT. L 

~p8758.43 

116. 60 

~
1

'401.42 
( ) 
( 310. 00) 
( ) 
( 711.05) 

$802.07 

Unpaid-------------Refund E. L. Kurth 

Unp a id Salaries 

t1 

Jr d r/ 
I 

277 

[,10297. 50 

tjp8875.03 

$1422.47 

'.'1422.47 

?150.00 

203.00 
353.oo 
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T ' 0-1: .B ~ 

1/24/29 

The re ul r JY1 eting of the Cham-oer of Commerce \rr_ s held at the 

C iamb er of Oon~merce room above date Ji th Vice Fl"esi, ent Collmorgen 

presidine and the f 0110-Ji11°· ..:.1irectors pr sent: O . Burke, .l. c. inion, 

•• ti.. •• Collmor ''011, I. h Coston, K. v. lJen me..n, Gary :r.J.. ~ ves, Glenn, 

• .1 •• GLiss, ~1. .1. Henderson, Dr. J. -rv . Hmkins, N. ~·· :Iill... .. r, J.E. 

Pe ,,.,vy, V. R. mi tharn. 

'....
1he minutes of' the former regular meetin"· and the nnaal L.embers:hip 

rneoti11( were read and approved. Vic Pr sident Collmorgen ca_led for 

cornmittee re-?orts, among them bein the re ort of the Horne Demonstration 

A ... gent pro je c"jj. riector Denman stated that plari...s had been made and the 

q_pporpriation necessary to place a demonstration agent in ~rn.~elina County 

had be0n arranged by the ... ngeli a Cotmt:r Cou rt, that the difference of 

the ·i1'300. JO over the a.mount appropriated b-- the County Court v10 ld have 

to be su~ -plie b- outside subscription. 

report on the Higb ray vas asked for and in connection 7fi th this 

report L.r. iJ .. alk ... r, ommissione.L of >rec. No. 1, being resent stated 

that ie ne ded some h lu to secure the balance of the ri.o~ht-of- ·ay on 

No 35 le din to11c. r d the .ifoohes -~iver. He ·riention d a f'?n' names of those 

vJ10 had not yet relceascd their land and a comrni tt0e to act as a highway 

committee ro the ensuLig year was appointed by Vice :fresident Collmorgen 

this comrr.i ttee rias:Direct or J. v. Hawkins, Chairman, Dire ct ors Denman 

and Glenn to o.ssist domT.issioner t.t\ alYer in seo.urin, the ri'.:)ht of- >Jay 

requirea. Mr. Talker statell th at that the;y- did not have funds sufficaent 

in the high ray funds used for high- a~ :pur-oos es to continue moving fences 

leading out of Lufkin. Another High wa • esp ecinlly F1a:::1tioncd ras th t wh 

/J which is ~°'m as the an ugustine road , in v1hioh 'le were to aske the 

an _ ... ugustine ormnissioners to help us build this road through to their 

city and especial effort \TO uld be made to i1n-orove the Angelim County 

.1.~ oa a s . The e c re ta ry was au tho ri z ea t o writ e to t he Ch'), m er o f ..., o mrr.e r c e 

as 
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·asking them to co-o-i;-;erate with us in building this highway. 

11he next thing was the action with reference to the fund necessarJ 

to carr'IJ on our local Band expense in the city ana also to -pay up the 

Director for his sala~J in arrears. _ fter considering this matter a 

motion v-1as made by Director Gl ss anl supported hI Director Binion that 

.~100.00 to be appropriated b"J the Cha.moor of Cornrmrce to a~ply on this 

ind e btnes s. 

The Secretary stated that an order had been placed fo.r Nursery stock 

for 20 more of our :fa.rm boys at a cost o .f ~s7 . 57 th is ms done at the 

zeequost of Cormty gent La Grone , and the trees v1ould be dist:ributed 

among the farm boys of 1gelina Colmty. On motion this bill vas ratified 

Dn a the e c re t ;y :.l a i rec tea t o -,a :1 the same • 

on-s other matt 0 m thet rnre intended to be considered ~rere Jeft 

open unti 1 Pr.Jsident ?::m~th 1Juld be - resent among them being the use of 

'ooden Singles on Roofing with reference to the insurance rates in the 

city and also the ap·noin ting of' stand in;;; committees for the ;1ear . 

--~mater o:f considerable interest presented by Director Ha rk.:..ns vas 

with reference to the purchasing of' a hi 'h grade ersey JI.ale to cost 

from ~35) •. O to ·'.?500. O. Director Ha ~ldns stated that he ivoula oe glad. 

to care for such an animal _providea the Ch~mber of Commerce --wuld make 

the purchase or he would join a group o:E :ei ti zens and es ch pay a or ti on 

of the necessary cost to secure such an ani:rr.a.l. He also sta tea t hst 

he would be i!illi1Jg to ·_ay the e:~press charge on this special :ms.le . After 

considerable talk regarding th_; matter it was thou-;ht best to hold it 

over for another meeting anl t1~.1ve it brought up again for settlement. 

not her rra t ter mentioned ~ 1as that of the l1l3 mbership drive for ne1r! 

rrBmbers an:1 rene mls: for another yea.r. It WF.ts thought best to defer 

this also until the next meeting of the Directors. 
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THE' REGULAR Ii.E:ETIMG 0 F THE OKAMBER OF C CMMERCE BO.ARD 
2/14/29 

~he regular meeting o..r the Chamber of Commerce was held at the 

Chamb.·er of Commerce office above date with second Vice President c. A. 

Burke presiding am the following directors present; John Butler, W. C. 

Binion, K. w. Denman, Gary Eaves, w. M. Glenn, A. M. Glass, J. H. Gipson, 

s. w. Henderson, Dr. J. W. HaW1kins, c. B. Richardson, v. B. Smitham, B. 

L. Zeagler. 

The minutes llf the fo:nnar meeting were read and approved and following 

the lines of business im tters taken under cons iiera ti on. 

The highway proposition, especially with reference to the San Awgustine 

highway was reported on by the OJ mmittee, Chaizman Haw.kins, with Directors 

Denman and Glenn being pressnt. lt was stated that the right-of-way 0£ 

this highway could be secured very easily without expense ana that the 

land owners along this right-of-way were anxious to have the road improved. 

It was suggested also that the matter waE to be considered with the 

Nacogdoches County Court wit;fr the idea of having them approve of the project 

and assist in putting it through if possible. It was s ta tad that San 

Augustine County ani the court o~ San Augustine County were favo~able and 

anxious to do all possible to complete the shorter highway between their 

good city and Lufkin, 

Another i tern men ti one a was that of the fire risk in our o i ty in 

which shingle roofs had been suggested by the fire department as an un­

usal risk and an action was tak;en by the city commissioners modifying the 

requirment by stating that buildings that were located less than thirty 

feet apart should ba.ve other than shingle roofing. This action was thought 

would be injurious to the lunber business, but it was thought wiae to let 

the ratter rest for a while until our lumbermen could be present to 

cons id er it. 

A Clletter was presented by the Secretary relat£-qe to the appointing 

of a fire prevention committee to be a permanent appointment for the 

Year. This matter was to be referred to the secret committee on insurance 
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~ an!l to be handled by the.t special committee. 

The ne11rt matter that came up of special importance was the purchasing 

of a special Jersey male as pe rpos ed by Di rector llawkins. !fte r consider­

ing this matter an action was taken on motion of Director Hawkins and sn 

supported by Di:ractor Zeagler that Director Hawkins was authorized to 

purchase a Jersey :Male registered of the finest s·tock for dairy :purposes 

cost not to exceed $400 •. o and this money to ·be furnished b ? the Chamber 

of Cowmerce anl to be refunded in accordnace with a proposition offered 

by Director Hawkins statement attached. to these minutes made by Dir actor 

Hawkins. 

In discussion the dairy project for our section it was thought wi:se 

to have the agricultural commi t tee of the Chamber of Commerce to investigate 

the use that is being made of the Jersey Males that had :aeen furnisbad 

by the Chamber of Commerce and if they were not being appreciated by the 

local farmers it was thought that it might be well to have the committee 
as 

consider the sale of them rather tmn keep them useless :piece of property 

in :the hands of the Chamlar of Commerce. This suggestion to be given 

to the agricultural committee for attention and report at a later meeting. 

After this matter was decided the list of standing committees fcm- the 

year as appointed by President E. L. Kurth were read. 

Another matter mentioned by the Secretary was that of the membership 

in the Uni tea States Chamber of Commerce, which had been planne·d for and 

we are wai tillS at this time for atatemen t for dues to remit the necessary 

amount to complete the manbership. The membership drive for local members 

was deferred again until the next meeting tSf the Directors, thinking that 

President Kurth would possibly be present at that meeting andwe would 

make some plans for securing membe r s fort he local organization. 

The airport at Lufkin was mentioned but no action was taken. 

A project fort he :purpose of introducing visitors to our section 

as purpl>sed in the erection new white eement aign post at the various 

street entrances to the city. A out showing t h3 type of concrete :poo t th&t 

could be used far this with a sign suspened form the post thdla matter was 
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referred to the civio im:provemen t committee for attention. 
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TH~ REGU~ ~R J;,.,_~~Til\fG 01:' 11IIE CHmMl3 _ OF COlu.iERC~ BO __ RD 
5/10/29 ' ~ 

The regular meeting of the Chamber of Commerce Direct o:rs as held 

t the Chamber of Commerce room above da.t with )irector K •• Dem n 

presiding in the a sence of +-he:_ resident .nd both vice presidents and 

the following Directors present; c ... Burke , W. l. Col norgen , K. w. Denman 

Gary Eaves, 1 G, .... SS, G · D J ~:r., hau.rki' Tl S • v . ..L.(;I. l~Jarcus ipson, r. v v• _ N. R. IVfi ller, 

J.E. Peavy, C.B. Bich rd.son, V.R. mitham, f.L. West, B.IJ eagler, G. • 

Kelley, J .• H. Kurth. The minutes of the former meeting were read aril apppovail 

and the f ol1ow ing matte :m we re taken up. 

The comm.it tee on airport had no further report to make Mr . J.E. 

Berry owner of the airport ground was present and the Se~ret-:ry read a 

letter from the J:end McNally people a king for a questionaire reg rd ing . 

our air1)ort , which had been filled out and returned to them b;r th... Secretary 

The high 1ay proposition il'as no. under consideration, Dr H· .... wkins 

ohs innan of t.k>ne committee st~ tea that he had no further report to offer 

at 1')resent . ~ nother highw!..-y m.ttter was that of improving the Lufkin 

Houston highway 35 through vlontgomery County J; letter having been 

received 1Jy the chg,irman of tha st te highva.y commission Mr. RS Sterling 

of Houston, stating th. t this matter s under ooosider: .. ti on and the oney 

would be furnished b-r the st.ate for this very important r d and me con 

tract wo U.d be let either this present month or in Jm1e. He uggested 

that we get in touch with Coml11issioner Johnson of Tyler and secure his 

sup11ort in connection with blll1.ildinP' this unimproved section of the high 

wa:y. 

The nambership capipaign was being continued ond the more members 

would be secured. in the near future. .. b.i 11 for .W50. 00 pres en tea by 

Di rector Collaarrgen for e:aring for one of the Jersey Males for three 

months during the ~nnter was considered and after some discussion on motion 

of Director Glass supported b;r Direct or Zeagler the bill was ordered pai • 

Sorre other rrntters presented b .- the ecretnry vmmie as follows: 
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A plan for .a speciB-1 letter he 0 ct for Lufkin ·to be illustrated ;with 

public build in s and street scenes to be useo by the citizens generally 

as a form for a letter head. This matter would be t~ken up again when 

the prices and cost bad been obtained. The Secretary also mentioned the 

coming of the United States 14:trine Band!, which we would expect some 
t 

representative to consider this at some future date • 

.A.not her it em taken up w- s tha t of the Directory making a ti.-ip to 

Houston on in itation of the officers of the Houston Chamber of Commerce 

in which they would entertain Lufkin citizens for one day. After asking 

the Directors individually a round only t't: out oft he 13 stated that they 

at the pr.esent time could attend . 

Next pro·posi ti on considered was securing a furrli tu:re factory far 

our city which was offere d by Mr. • c. Coons from Patterson , La.. Mr. 

Coons making a proposal to remove a plnnt which is already running. Ralue 

_of plant estirr.ated around 35 ,000 with an indebitness of fl0,000 upon it. 

IVIr . ·coons proposes to move the p]nnt to Lufkin if givan a bonus of $5000 

for moving expense and furnish him with credit to the am cunt of $10 ,000 

to clear the former capital stock inves:bment where it is no11 loca ted. A 

:prospectus furnished by .Mr . Coons was presented to the Directors and was 

referred to Director Zeagler chairman of the industrial committee for 

invest.ig.::. ti on before any action would be t a ken. Direct or Zeagler stated 

that he would call the industria l committee togelhhe·r and make a report 

on this a t an early da te. 
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